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In The Name Of Allah The Most Compassionate Very Merciful
All Praise Due To Allah And Peace And Blessings Be Upon His Beloved Messenger

Our Responsibilities as a Muslim — Akhlaq &

Sunnah Character

Islam places high emphasis on sound character building. It is a valuable quality
for a healthy social life. Sunnah Character is a great blessing of Allah, for the
greatest human to ever walk the earth is our beloved Master RasoolAllah — may
Allah send peace and blessings upon him — whom Allah Almighty describes as
follows in the Holy Quran:
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And undoubtedly, you possess excellent manners.
(Al-Qalam 68, Verse 4)
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A jew amongst the eloquent people of the jewish community came to Sayyiduna
‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — during his Caliphate and said, “Tell
me about the character of your Prophet.” Sayyiduna ‘Umar — may Allah be
pleased with him — said to him, “Ask Bilal about it, for he is more learned than
me.” Then Sayyiduna Bilal — may Allah be pleased with him — referred him to
Sayyidah Fatimah — may Allah be pleased with her — and she sent him to
Sayyiduna ‘Ali — may Allah be pleased with him. When he asked Sayyiduna ‘Ali
— may Allah be pleased with him, he replied, “Tell me the worth of the world
before I tell you about his character?” He said, “It is not easy for me to assess
that.” Sayyiduna ‘Ali — may Allah be pleased with him — then said to him, “You
felt overwhelmed to describe the worth of the world to me while Allah Almighty

has testified on its worth and stated:
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Say you, 'the enjoyment of the world is little.
(Al-Nisa 4, Verse 77)
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Then how can I describe the character of the Holy Prophet — may Allah send

peace and blessings upon him — while Allah has testified that it is indeed great,

and stated:
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And undoubtedly, you possess excellent manners.
(Al-Qalam 68, Verse 4)
(Tafseer Kabeer)

A’laHazrat describes the beauty of his great Akhlaq in the following manner:
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Tere Khulq ko Haq ne ‘Azeem kaha
Teri Khalq ko Haq ne Jameel kiya
Koi tujh sa suwa hai na ho ga Shaha
Tere Khaalig-e-Husn-o-Ada ki Qasam!
Allah Almighty remarked your character as “great”
He beautified your creation
Neither there was anyone like you nor will there ever be, O King

I swear by the Divine Being who created you and your beautiful personality
(Hadaaiq-e-Bakhshish)
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Imam Booseeri — may Allah be pleased with him — describes his beautiful

character in his world famous Qaseedah Burdah shareef as follows:
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Fama tataawalu aamaalil madeehi ilah
Mafeehi min karamil akhlaaqi wash shiyami
How can His admirers Praise the Holy Prophet (May Allah send peace and blessings upon
him), for it is beyond the ability of man to do justice to the Sweetness and

Greatness of His Character?

Akrim bekhalqi nabiyin zaanahu khuluqun
Bil husni mushtamilim bil bishri muttasimi
What a beautiful manner, Allah has made the Bodily Figure of the Holy
Prophet (swallal lahu alayhi wasallam). What beauty, those pleasant smiles

display that on the Sacred Face are signs of Happiness and Liveliness.

Sayyiduna Ali — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that the final
description is this, that in the first meeting everyone who met Him, had fear. But
after speaking to Him for a little while, he was found saying that he will never

find another Person like Him from today till Qayaamat.
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The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — was like a
father even to strangers. He would solve their problems and eliminate their
difficulties. His good conduct stretched to a level where when his enemies broke

his tooth, he made Du’a for them (instead):

CRIEO LAWY

Oh Allah, guide my people, for they do not know.
(Tafseer Kabeer)

The root cause of corruption, cheating, indecency, malice and jealousy in our
today’s society is bad character. If we can rectify our characters and reform

ourselves the very society will be home to a peaceful and prosperous inhabitance.

There are numerous Ahadeeth where there are glad tidings mentioned for those
who possess good character and values. Studying those Ahadeeth will motivate

us to acquire good Akhlagq.

A Mu’min is a Mirror to Another:
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Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
A believer is the mirror of his brother, when he sees a flaw in it, he rectifies it.
(Al-Adab al-Mufrad Hadeeth No. 238)

Akhlaq Guarantees Perfection of Iman:
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Sayyidah ‘Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her — reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
The most perfect amongst the believers in Iman is he who possesses good
character and is lenient towards his family.

(Sunan Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 2612)

Sunnah Teaching of Treating our Wife fairly:
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Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
The perfect amongst the believers in Iman is he who possesses good character

and the best of you is he who is good towards his wife.

(Sunan Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 1162)

Dearest and Closest to RasoolAllah:
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Sayyiduna Jabir — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
Dearest to me from amongst you and the closest to me on the Day of Judgment
will be those who possess good characters, and the ones farthest from me will
be the gossipers, those who rant and the Al-Mutafaihiqoon ones from amongst
you.

They asked, “Ya RasoolAllah, we know what is Al-Thartharoon and Al-
Mutashaddiqoon but we do not know what is Al-Mutafaihiqoon?”

He replied, “It means ‘the arrogant’.”

(Sunan Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 2018)

One with Sound Akhlaq equals in Virtue to the one who Prays and Fasts:
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Sayyidah ‘Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her — narrates that she heard the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — saying:
Indeed with his good character, a believer can attain the station of the one who
fasts (all day) and prays (all night).

(Sunan Abi Dawood Hadeeth No. 4798)

The Weight of Akhlaq on Mizan:
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Sayyiduna Abu Darda — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the
Holy Porphet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
Nothing will be heavier than the good character on the scale of a believer on
the Day of Judgment. Indeed, Allah Almighty hates the obscene and vulgar.
(Sunan Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 2002)

Hell is Forbidden for the One with Sound Akhlaq:
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Sayyiduna Ibn Mas’ood — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:

The fire of hell is forbidden for everyone with good character, moderate and (in

good gatherings) close to people.
(Musnad Ahmed Hadeeth No. 3938)

Good Akhlaq is a Form of Charity:

rd rd
RSN Y2, 572 92,38 68 oalGs 72, ., 7 55 9|lgr|48E
.d ~43@$W\Mww$bw.dbc M‘@%ﬂ‘%&ww&uw

rd rd Ird ~ o 5 , _
w{ ¥, - Yo s :53/,/ sr 5 9T 480 . L\ & 7 5 2w PP
?’:'\'L‘C ‘/*;‘C).p‘; 2 C:bﬁ - U’ ‘d;" ) .‘L‘JQ‘DI( Sb‘); C).’JM/XE >

:ﬁg;éjéi%\j;gﬁ\a,ij 0G0

B350 e 5559 SN Eoads
c%w&&@\&@xgﬁﬂx;;@ ASEA)

7z

AV RA A [P I R PN /’2’0/
MCJJ% ,J:dﬂ,):wdl:«‘(;i/;

S
I\




www.musjidulhag.com

=5F

Sayyiduna Abu Dhar — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
You smile for your fellow brother is a form of charity in your favour.

Enjoining good and prohibiting evil is a form of charity in your favour.
Giving direction to a lost person in an aera is a form of charity in your favour.
Your eyesight (helping a blind with your vision) for the one with poor eyesight
is a form of charity in your favour.
Removal of stones, thorns and bones from the pathway is a form of charity in
your favour.
Poring from your bucket into the bucket of your fellow brother is a form of
charity in your favour.

(Sunan Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 1956)

Nothing is Nobler than Sound Character:
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Sayyiduna Abu Dhar — may Allah be pleased with reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
There is no intellect like planning, no piety like abstinence from sins and there
is no nobility like that of sound character.

(Sunan Ibn Majah Hadeeth No. 4218)

Hospitality is a Virtuous Sunnah Akhlaq:
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Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that
Sayyiduna Salman al-Faarisi — may Allah be pleased with him — visited
Sayyiduna ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — while he was reclining on
a pillow, so he offered it to him.
Sayyiduna Salman — may Allah be pleased with him — said, “Allah and His
Messenger have spoken the truth.”
Sayyiduna ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — then said, “Tell me the
Hadeeth O Abu Abdillah.”

He said, “I visited the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — while he was reclining on a pillow, so he offered it to me and then said to
me, “O Salman, when a Muslim visits another Muslim brother and he offers
him pillow (as a gesture of hospitality) to honour him, then Allah Almighty has
already forgiven him.”

(Al-Mustadrak Hadeeth No. 6542)

Why purchase Slaves when People can be Indebted to You because of Your Good
Akhlagq:

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
It amazes me when a man who buys slaves with his wealth and then frees them.
Why does he not buy people by doing good to them and earn its reward in
abundance?

Meaning, when he does good for the people, they will be indebted to him.
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(Al-Jame’ al-Sagheer)

Helpful Beings are the Special Servants of Allah Almighty:
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Sayyiduna 'Ibn ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with them — reported that the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — said:
There is a creation of Allah Almighty whom He has created to help people in
need and people flock towards them when in need. They are the ones who are
safeguarded from Allah’s punishment.

(Al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer Tabrani Hadeeth No. 13334)

Signs of Good Character (by Imam Ghazali)

They are in control of their desires.
Safeguard the trust.

Fulfil their promises.

Engage whole-heartedly in their prayers.
Are gentle towards people.

One sign in particular of a good Muslim is that he loves for his brother what he
loves for himself.

He either stays quiet or says good things.
He does not swear or tell lies.

He does not backbite.

He is not jealous.

He wishes well even for those who cause him harm and swear him.
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Sayyiduna Malik Ibn Deenar’s Wisdom:

There was a man who would swear Sayyiduna Malik Ibn Deenar — may Allah be
pleased with him — but he, in return, used to send him Halwa (sweet meat).
He mentioned the reason upon asking, “He sends us what he has, and we send

him what we have.”
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Sayyiduna Anas — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
Help your brother whether he is an oppressor or oppressed.

The Sahaba asked, “Ya RasoolAllah, we can help the oppressed but how are we
to help the oppressor?”

He replied, “By getting hold of his hands (from oppressing others).”
(Sahih Bukhari Hadeeth No. 2444)

Good Akhlaq Supersedes Worship:
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Sayyiduna Abu Darda — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the

Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
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Should I not inform you of something greater in status than that of the Fasts,
Salah and Charity?”
The Sahaba said, “Of course.”
He said, “Mutual harmony, for indeed the internal conflict is destructive.”

(Sunan Al-Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 2509)

Lack of Akhlaq can Bring Destruction to Islam:
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Sayyiduna Zubair ibn al-‘Awwam — may Allah be pleased with him — reported
that the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has
stated:

You have been afflicted by the disease of the former nations; envy and malice,
which uproots. I am not saying that it uproots the hair, but it uproots Islam. I
swear by the One in whose Hand my life is! You will not enter paradise until
you have brought Iman, and you cannot become believers until you develop
mutual love. Should I not inform you of that which will establish that for you?
Spread “Al-Salam” among yourselves.

(Sunan Al-Tirmidhi Hadeeth No. 2510)

Horrible Consequences of Cutting off Communication with Muslim Brothers

for three days:
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Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
It is not lawful for a Muslim to cut off communication with his fellow Muslim
brother for more than three days. One who cuts off the communication for

longer than three days and dies (in this state), he will go to hell.
(Sunan Abi Dawood Hadeeth No. 4914)

Severity of Cutting off Connection with Muslim brothers for a Year:
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Sayyiduna Abu Kherash al—Sulaml — may Allah be pleased with him — reported
that the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has
stated:
One who cuts off ties with his Muslim brother for a year then it is as if he has

murdered him.

(Sunan Abi Dawood Hadeeth No. 4915)

Satan is Hard at Work to Create Discord amongst the Ummah:
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Sayyiduna Jabir — may Allah be pleased with him — reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
The satan lost hope that he would ever be worshipped in the Arab peninsula,
but he has not lost hope about sowing the seed of discord between them.

(Sahih Muslim Hadeeth No. 2812)

Islam and Good Akhlaq Compliment each other and are Attracted to Each
Other:
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Sayyiduna Hakeem ibn Hizam — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that
he asked the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him, “As
you are aware that I used to join ties (between families and loved ones) and free
slaves and give charity during the age of darkness (prior to Islam, after
Sayyiduna ‘Isa — peace be upon him — was raised into heavens). Do I get any
reward for those actions?
The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — replied,

“Your embracing Islam is the result of whatever good you have been doing.”
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(Al-Adab al-Mufrad Hadeeth No. 70)

Beautiful Character of the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and

blessings upon him:
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Sayyidyna Abdullah ibn Salam — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates:
It is regarding the time when Allah Almighty ordained the guidance of Sayyiduna
Zaid ibn Su’unnah — may Allah be pleased with him — (to embrace Islam).

(In the words of Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Su’unnah — may Allah be pleased with him)
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He said: I recognized every sign of the Prophethood in Sayyiduna Muhammad —
may Allah send peace and blessings upon him (as mentioned in Torah shareef)

the moment I saw him except for two signs which I had not yet realized.

1. His tolerance will precede his anger
2. One’s ignorance and difficulty only increase in his mercy.

I was on the lookout for a window of opportunity to examine the two signs.

One day, the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —
came out of his room. Sayyiduna Ali — may Allah be pleased with him —

accompanied him.

A villager met him and said, “The people of a certain tribe embraced Islam. I
used to tell them that if they embrace Islam, their sustenance will increase in
abundance. They now suffer in drought. I fear that they might lose hope in Islam

due to hardship. So please give me something.”

Hearing this the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —
looked at Sayyiduna ‘Ali — may Allah be pleased with him. He said, “There is

nothing.”

After witnessing this situation, I advanced and offered 8o Mithqal gold for the
dates that will be owed to me on a certain day. He handed the 8o Mithqal to the

villager to distribute it among the people of that tribe.

While there remained still three days before the due date, I approached him and
grabbed his shirt and sheet and staring at him, I said, “O Muhammad, will you
not give me what is due to me? O family of Abdul Muttalib, you always delay in

giving people their due.”
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Sayyiduna ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — went into a state of fury
when he heard this but when he looked at the Holy Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him, he was smiling. He said to Sayyiduna ‘Umar,
“Take him and give him his due, and give him 20 extra sa (containers of measure)

of dates.”

Sayyiduna ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — took me with him and gave

me what was due to me plus 20 containers of extra dates.
I said to Sayyiduna ‘Umar, “Do you recognize me?”

He replied, “No.”

I said, “I am Zaid ibn Su’unnah.”

He asked, “The jewish rabbi Zaid ibn Su’unnah?”

“Yes.” I replied.

He then asked, “Why did you treat the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and

blessings upon him — like that?”

I responded, “O ‘Umar, I recognized every sign of the Prophethood in Sayyiduna
Muhammad — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him (as mentioned in
Torah shareef) the moment I saw him, except for two signs which I had not yet
realized.

O ‘Umar, I make you my witness that I am pleased with Allah as my Lord, with
Islam as my religion and with Sayyiduna Muhammad — may Allah send peace

and blessings upon him — as my Prophet.
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O ‘Umar, I am very wealthy, and I make you my witness that I hereby donate
half of my wealth on the Ummah of Sayyiduna Muhammad — may Allah send

peace and blessings upon him.”

Thereafter, both Sayyiduna Zaid and Sayyiduna ‘Umar — returned to the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — and Sayyiduna Zaid
said, “I testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allah and indeed
Muhammad is Allah’s servant and Messenger, and he took the pledge of
allegiance at his blessed hand and brought Iman in him.

(Al-Aahaad wal-Mathaani Hadeeth No. 2082)

A Muslim must display Akhlaq

The Holy Prophet — may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him —himself has
stated:
I have been sent to complete Ikhlaq or the scale of Ikhlaq.

(Kanzul Ummaal; Mu’atta Imam Malik)

Hadrat Sayyiduna Nizaamudeen Awliyah — may Allah be pleased with him — has
stated that, “To read a lot of Salaah and spend much time in Wazifah, to read the
Qur’an a lot, none of these things are difficult. All those who are strong can
perform this duty. In fact, even an old person can do all, of these things and can
even continue to fast. To spend time in Tahajjud and read a few paras of the
Qur’an, this can be done by an ordinary person. However, the work of the true

believers is something else.”

(Sayr Al Awliyah)

In the treatise, “Waafi yaat Al ‘ayaan” by ibn Khalakaan there is a statement of
Hadrat Sayyiduna Fudail bin Ayyaz — may Allah be pleased with him —which
reads, “For a person to be kind to a gathering and to display Ikhlaq is better than

spending the night in Ibadah and the day in fasting”.
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When we look at the blessed life of the Holy Prophet — may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him —we will see that this is how he spent his life. When we
look at the incident of when he received the first Revelation, we will realize that
this indeed was a most momentous occasion in his life. And it is obvious that a
person would feel immense awe and fear. After all, this is a message which is
being sent to him from the Divine Creator. However, when he reached home his
blessed wife of fifteen years of marriage said to him with the intention of putting
his mind at ease that, “There is absolutely no way that your Lord will dishonour
you. You are someone who creates good relationship (with your family). You
carry the burden of those who have no one to support them. You feed the needy
with your own earnings. You honour a guest and you are able to deliver justice

to those for whom justice has become necessary due to an act of injustice.”

(Sahih Bukhari Shareef)

Following the path of the Holy Prophet — may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him —and how the Awliya acted, Janab Khaleeq Ahmed Nizaami explains,
“There is no doubt that the Mashaa’ikh indeed strove to teach those who
succeeded the true Ikhlag. They wanted their followers and those who succeeded

them to be a symbol of love, humility, simplicity, care and Ikhlas.”

When a poor and needy person looks at them, their hearts should become happy
and joyous. When they speak, it must be like pearls are coming from their
mouths. However, when they speak to the misled and oppressor, these same
people must become like solid and strong mountains which never shakes and that
no power on earth must create fear in them. In other words, their inner sense
and Ikhlas was displayed in their actual behaviour. Day and night when these
successors of the Awliya saw their spiritual masters, they gained immense benefit

from them.
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It is reported that on the 15" of Muharram 710 A.H. a person approached Hadrat
Nizaamudeen Awliyah — may Allah be pleased with him —and began to insult
the great Saint. The great Saint remained silent throughout this and gave the
person whatever he needed. The Mureeds of Hadrat Nizaamudeen Awliyah —
may Allah be pleased with him —said that someone like this had also once
appeared in front of Hadrat Baba Fareed — may Allah be pleased with him — and

acted in the same manner and was also treated in the same manner.

This also proves the immense example which the Awliyah silently presented to

their Mureeds.

Despite this humble behaviour which they displayed for the poor and simple,
they displayed no fear for those in power. It is mentioned that one day, someone
attacked Hadrat Sayyiduna Naseerudeen Chiragh Dehlwi — may Allah be pleased
with him —with a knife and he remained silent. However, when the Sultan of
the country Muhammad Tughlaq displayed anger in front of him, he bravely said

to the King to stop acting like an animal.

When we look at the great and immense status of Hadrat Ghous Paas — may Allah
be pleased with him —we will be surprised to know that he did not feel
embarrassed standing next to the poor and weak and helping them in their work.

(Tabqaat Al Kubra)

Khwaja Moudud Chisht — may Allah be pleased with him —was someone who
displayed such immense Ikhlaq that whoever came to see him, and the person
was a needy person, he used to satisfy this person no matter what inconvenience
it created for him. Whether it was young or old, Khwaja Moudud Chisht — may
Allah be pleased with him —was always the first to make Salaam. He used to also
rise for the person. He used to behave in the same manner for his servants or

even a female slave. Some people objected to this and felt that this was not proper
but Khwaja Moudud Chisht — may Allah be pleased with him — said to them that
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this was a Sunnah. None had ever beaten the Holy Prophet — may Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him —to make Salaam. He was always the first to make

Salaam to anyone. Therefore, why should he not do this as well.

(Sayr Al Aqtaab)

There is no doubt that among the giants of the Awliya, the name of Hadrat
Sayyiduna Sheikh Ahmed Rifaa’i — may Allah be pleased with him — also stands
out. Eminent Saints and scholars used to sit in front of him with utmost respect
and humility so that they could be blessed by his immense greatness. Even
though this was his status, Hadrat Sayyiduna Sheikh Ahmed Rifaa’i — may Allah
be pleased with him —used to walk around his neighbourhood which was called
“Umme Ubaidah” and search for those who were paralysed or disabled. He used
to wash their clothes, prepare their beds, and also feed them. He used to also sit
with them for long hours and keep them company and make Du’a for them. He

used to say that to visit such people is not Mustahab but in fact it is Waajib.

It is mentioned that one day, while Hadrat Sayyiduna Sheikh Ahmed Rifaa’i —
may Allah be pleased with him —was walking on one of the streets, there were
some children who were playing on the street and when they saw him, they ran
away. However, Hadrat Sayyiduna Sheikh Ahmed Rifaa’i — may Allah be pleased
with him —ran after these children and sought their forgiveness for disturbing
their play. If he heard that there was a sick person in the area, he would make

sure that he visited them.

Hadrat Sayyiduna Sheikh Ahmed Rifaa’i — may Allah be pleased with him —used
to wait for any blind person on the road and when he saw someone, he used to
help this person and also made sure that he accompanied them to their
destination. If he saw any old person or someone with a white beard, Hadrat
Sayyiduna Sheikh Ahmed Rifaa’i — may Allah be pleased with him — used to visit
this person and used to advice the people in that house to respect the old person.

When he returned from any journey, he had a rope and used to collect firewood
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for the poor and needy. Those who were on the journey with him also did the
same. This firewood was given to all the disabled, the blind and the poor and

needy and the widows. He never returned evil with evil.

(Tabgaat Al Kubra)

As we have said, these Awliya had immense respect and Ikhlaq for the
downtrodden and those less fortunate. However, when it came to the enemies of
Islam and enemies of religion, their behaviour was completely different. There
are certain Jaahils who take these examples and say we should also be kind to the
Kaafirs and the Munaafigs. This is a complete misinterpretation of the message
of the Holy Prophet — may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him. The Holy
Prophet — may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him —fought against the
Kaafirs and told the Munaafigs to get out of the Masjid.




