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﷽ 
ا ي�  م� لْد� �د�م� ك� ي�د� و� �� س� م� ع�� لا� الس� لوٰة� و� ا ه�و� ا�هْل�! و� الص� م� مْد� # ك� % ا�لْح� � ص� �ا�نْ '& ي�رْٰ+* ب ع�ل�يْ!�  �� ح�ب& و�  
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ل�م�  ع�ل�م�  یْ ال�ذ�  �الْق� ﴾۴﴿3ۙب  

The One Who taught to write with the pen. 
 

Tafsir al-Qurtubi                                                          *7فس;: ال9ط= 

نْ  ة�  ع� اد� ت� ال�  ق� ل�م�  :ق� ةٌ  الْق� �عْم� E  االله� م�ن� H� Iا ع� ةٌ، =� �ك�  ل�وْلا�  ع�ظ�يم� مْ  ذ�ل مْ  ل� ق� �ينٌ، '� مْ  د ل� صْل�حْ  و� �' 

 .ع�يْشٌ 
Sayyiduna Qatadah – may Allah be pleased with him – is reported 

to have said:  Pen is a great blessing from Allah Almighty, for if it did 

not exist, no religion would have been established and the living 

conditions would not have been good. 

 

نْ  ع� ر�  بنْ�  االله�  ع�بْد�  و� ال�  ع�م� ول�  ي�ا :ق� س� ا أ�أ�كْت�ب�  االله�، ر� ع�  م� د�يث�  م�ن�  م�نْك�  أ�سْم� ال�  الْح� مْ  :ق�  �Eع�

بْ، اكْت� �ن�  ف� إ ل�م�  ع�ل�م�  االله� ف� �الْق�  ب
It is narrated that Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn ‘Umar – may Allah be 

pleased with them – said:  O Allah’s Messenger, can I write whatever 

I hear from your speech?  He replied, “Yes, write, for Allah Almighty 

taught with the pen.” 

 

نْ  �� ع� Yر�  أ� ال�  ع�م� ل�ق�  :ق� ل�  ع�ز�  االله� خ� ج� ة�  و� اء�  أ�رْ_�ع� �، أ�شْي� د�ہ �ي� �م�  ب ال�  ث �  ق� �ر Òا �س� ان�  ل و� ي� نْ  :الْح�  ك�

�ان�  e   :ف�

ل�م�   الْق�

رشْ�   الْع�  و�

ن�ة�   ج�  ع�دْنٍ  و�
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آد�م�  يiْ�  و� م�  ع�ل� لا�  .الس�

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar – may Allah be pleased with them – is reported 

to have said:  Allah Almighty created four things with his hands and 

for the rest of the species, He commanded it to be and it became; 

1. The pen 

2. The ‘Arsh 

3. The Paradise of Eden 

4. Sayyiduna Adam – peace be upon him. 

 

نْ  �يم� ف �i  و� ل�م�  ع�ل�م� �الْق� ث�ة�  ب �يل�  ث�لا� او   :أ�ق�

�jا ��i  :أ�ح�د& ، ع�ل�يiْ�  آد�م�  أ�ن م� لا� ��i  الس� �ن ل�  لأ� نْ  أ�و� ، م� ب� ت� ال��i  ك� عْب�  ق� �حْب�ار�  ك�  .الأْ

 �� nا ��i  :الث� ، أ�ن �دْر�يس� �jو�  إ ل�  و� نْ  أ�و� ب�  م� ت� ال��i  .ك� ا≈�  ق� ح�  .الض�

�ث�   ال ��i  :الث� ل�  أ�ن �ل�  أ�دْخ� t  ْن ب�  م� ت� ، ك� ل�م� �الْق� ��i  ب �ن ا لأ� �لا�  ع�ل�م�  م� �يم�  إ عْل �ت� ��i  االله� ب ان بْح�  .س�

And as to whom He taught to write with the pen; there are three 

views in this regard: 

1. It was Sayyiduna Adam – peace be upon him – who wrote for 

the first time, which is the view of Sayyiduna Ka’b al-Ahbar – may 

Allah be pleased with him. 

2. It was Sayyiduna Idrees – peace be upon him – who wrote for the 

first time, which is the view of Sayyiduna Dhahhak – may Allah be 

pleased with him. 

3. It encompasses all who write with pen, for they would not have 

been able to do so if Allah Almighty did not teach them. 

 

ح�  �H الن�7�*�  ع�ن�  ص� � ل�م�  ع�ل�يiْ�  االله�  ص� س� �� ح�د�يث�  م�نْ  و� Yر�يرْ�ة�، أ��j  ال� ا :ق� م� ل�ق�  ل� لْق�  االله� خ� ب�  الْخ� ت�  ك�

�� w  �i� اب �ت� �yو�  -ك ہ�  ف� �نْد� وْق�  ع رْش�  ف� �ن�  :الْع� }�* إ حْم� �ب�  ر� غْل �= * �7   غ�ض�
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The Sahih Hadeeth of the Holy Prophet – may Allah send peace and 

blessings upon him – is narrated from Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah – may 

Allah be pleased with him:  He said, “When Allah Almighty created 

the entire creation He wrote in His book which is with Him above the 

‘Arsh, “Indeed My Mercy overcomes My Anger.” 

 

ث�ب�ت�  ن�iْ  و� يiْ�  ع� م�  ع�ل� لا� ��i  الس� ال�  أ�ن ل� :ق� ب�  �كتب، لi فقال القلم، :االله خلق ما أ�و� ك�ت� ا ف�  م�

�H ي�ك�ون�  I� �  إ ة�، ي�وْم ام� �ي� �yو�  الْق ہ�  ف� �نْد� �� ع w  ��ْ وْق�  الذ� i�  ف� ش� ْ �� 

It is proven from Sayyiduna Rasoolullah – may Allah send peace and 

blessings upon him – that he stated:  The first thing Allah Almighty 

created was the pen, he then commanded it to write and it wrote 

all that was to transpire till the Day of Judgment, and it is kept by Him 

above the ‘Arsh. 

 

م�  �قْلا� الأْ �� ف� w  �صْل� ث�ةٌ  الأْ  :ث�لا�

ل�م�   ل�  الْق� �و� ی :الأْ �i  ال�ذ� ل�ق� �، االله� خ� د�ہ �ي� ر�ہ�  ب أ�م� ب�  أ�نْ  و�  .ي�كْت�

ل�م�   الْق� �� و� nا م�  :الث� �ك�ة�، أ�قْلا� Ò لا� ا الْم� �yل� ع� �مْ  االله� ج� yيدْ�ي� �أ �ب�ون�  ب ا ي�كْ� �y� �ير�  ب اد ق� �ن�  الْم� Òا اْ�ك�و�  و�

ال�  �عْم� الأْ   .و�

ل�م�  الْق� �ث�  و� ال م�  :الث� ، أ�قْلا� ا الن�اس� �yل� ع� �مْ، االله�  ج� yيدْ�ي� �أ �ب�ون�  ب ا ي�كْ� �y� �yمْ، ب م� لا� ل�ون�  ك� ص� �' ا و� �y�  ب

آر�ب��yمْ   .م�

In reality, there are three types of pens: 

1. The pen Allah Almighty created with His hand and commanded 

it to write. 

2. Pens of the angels which Allah Almighty made in their hands 

which wrote the fates and the occurrences and actions. 
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3. People’s pens which Allah Almighty bestowed in their hands.  

They write their speech with it and reach their goals through it. 

 

Tafsir Qurtubi (Al-Jame’ Li Ahkaam al-Quran) Imam Shamsuddin 

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi � D. 671 A.H. 


