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We have indeed sent down the Qur'an in the Night of Destiny.

Tafsir al-Tabari Sl s
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Sayyiduna lbn ‘Abbas — may Allah be pleased with them - is
reported to have said: The entire Quran was revealed upon this
world’s heaven in the Night of Destiny in Ramadan. Whenever Allah
Almighty ordained to issue a command in the world, He revealed it
from there until He completed the revelation.
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Sayyiduna lbn Abbas - may Allah be pleased with them —is reported
to have said: Allah Almighty revealed the entire Quran upon this
world’s heaven in the Night of Destiny. Whenever Allah Almighty
ordained to descend a revelation from it, He revealed it to him (the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him),
hence His statement:
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We have indeed sent down the Qur’'an in the Night of Destiny.

www.musjidulhag.com - $097 V001
1



Tafsir of Ahlus Sunnaf - aiwll b | ywed

(Chain of transmission)... but he added: There was a period of
twenty years between its first and the last revelations.
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Sayyiduna lbn ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with them —is reported
to have said: The night of Destiny is in every Ramadan.

Tafsir Al-Tabari (Tafsir Ibn Jareer / Jame' al-Bayaan fi Taweel al-Quraan) of
Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jareer al-Tabri « D. 310 A.H.
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People differed about its time (the Night of Destiny), so some said
that it (The night of Destiny) was exclusive to the era of the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — and was
then take away while all the Sahaba in general and the scholars are
of the opinion that it will continue till the Day of Judgment.

5 75 A

PRCFER Ao Qﬁw S TR AP AR RSN

155: 06l Eal 5 8 e 88 AU 0 R 0l 1 s
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Mukanees - the freed slave of Sayyiduna
Mu'awiyah narrates: | raised this concerned to Sayyiduna Abu
Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with them — that people assume
that the Night of Destiny has been taken away... He replied,
“Whoever says that is teling a lie.” | said, “Is it every year we
approache” He replied, “Yes.”
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Some said that it can be any night throughout the nights of the entire
year.
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Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ood — may Allah be pleased with him — is
reported to have said: Whoever observes the worship in all nights
will observe the Night of Destiny. When it reached the ears of
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with them —
he said, “May Allah have mercy on Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman, is he not
aware that that it occurs during the month of Ramadan but he
intended that people should strive for it.”
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Maijority of the scholars are of the view that it occurs during the
month of Ramadan.
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The sound view is the one on which most are unanimous: |t occurs
during the last ten nights of the month of Ramadan.
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Sayyidah ‘Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her — reported to
have said: The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings
upon him-used to strive in the last ten nights of Ramadan and would
say, “Seek the Night of Destiny in the last ten nights of Ramadan.”
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Sayyidah *Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her — reported that
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —
has stated: Seek the Night of Destiny during the odd nights of the
last ten nights of Ramadan.
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Sayyiduna ‘Ubadah ibn Samit — may Allah be pleased with him —
reported to have said: The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — came out to inform us about the Night of
Destiny and the two Muslim men fought, so he said, “| came out to
inform you about the Night of Destiny but so and so fought and thus
it has been taken away. Indeed there is goodness in it for you, so
seek it on the 29, 27th and the 25t.
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A group of people said: It is the 27" night, and it is the view of
Sayyiduna ‘Ali, Sayyiduna Ubayi ibn Ka'b and Sayyidah ‘Ayesha —
may Allah be pleased with them.
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Its signs: It has been reported from Sayyiduna Hasan — may Allah be
pleased with him — through a Marfoo’ chain of transmission that this
night is serene, magnanimous; neither hot nor cold, when the sun
rises in its morning it does not emit the harsh rays.

Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma'aalim al-Tanzeel) of Muhiyy al-Sunnah Imam Abu
Muhammad Al-Husain ibn Mas’ood al-Baghwi al-Shafe’l 4 D. 510 A.H.
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The Almighty concealed this evening due to some reasons:

a) He concealed it as He has concealed all the other things; he
concealed his pleasure in obedience, so that they show
interest in all, and hid his wrath in sins to guard against all sins,
and hid his Awliya among people so people respect all, and
hid the answer in the Du'a for people to heavily engage in
begging to Allah, and hid His Greatest Name (Al-Ism al-A’zam)
for people to glorify all His Names, and He concealed the
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middle prayer to safeguard all, and concealed the
acceptance of repentance to the servant for him to engage
in all the means of repentance, and concealed the time of
death for the servants to fear it, and in like manner, He
concealed this night to glorify all the nights of Raomadan.

It is as if the Almighty is proclaiming: Had | specified the night
of Destiny while | am well aware of your audacity to sin, then
perhaps the night would involve you into disobedience and
you would fall info committing sins, and hence committing sins
deliberately is greater than committing sins unknowingly, it is
for this reason that | hid it from you.

It is reported in the Hadeeth that the Holy Prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him — entered the Masjid and
saw a person asleep. He said: O ‘Ali, wake him up to make
Wudhu. Sayyiduna ‘Ali — may Allah be pleased with him —
woke him up and then said, "O the Messenger of Allah, you
are always the first to hasten towards good deeds, so why is it
that you did not wake him up¢” He said: Because his rejection
to you is not kufr, so | did it to lessen his crime if he were to
refuse.” So imagine that if this is the state of the mercy of the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him
—what would be the state of the Mercy of the Lord Almighty?!
It is as if the AImighty is saying: If you had the knowledge of
occurrence of the Night of Destiny and you obeyed Me in it
you would gain a thousand months' reward but if you
disobeyed Me you would have gained a thousand months’
punishment, and to avoid the punishment is far better than
earning the reward.

| hid this night so that the servants strive to seek it and acquire
the reward of striving.

If the servant does not ascertain the Night of Destiny, he strives
to obey Me in all nights throughout Ramadan, on the hope
that maybe tonight is the Night of Destiny, so Allah Aimighty
may express pride to his angels and says: You were saying that
they will cause disruption and shed blood whereas this is their
hard work and what they strive for in the night which they only
assume, so what would have been the case if | had made it
known to them?! So here is the secret to the statement:
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“I know what you know not.”
(Al-Bagarah 2, Verse 30)
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There are eight different views regarding the specific date of its
occurrence:

1) Sayyiduna lbn Razeen —may Allah be pleased with him - said:
The Night of Destiny is the first night of Ramadan

2) Sayyiduna Al-Hasan al-Basri — may Allah be pleased with him
—said: It's the seventeenth night

3) Sayyiduna Anas — may Allah be pleased with him — with a
Marfoo’ chain said: It's the nineteenth night

4) Sayyiduna Muhammad ibn Ishag —may Allah be pleased with
him — said: It's the twenty-first night

5) Sayyiduna lbn ‘Abbas — may Allah be pleased with them —
reported to have said: It's the twenty-third night

6) Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ood — may Allah be pleased with him —
said: It's the twenty-fourth night

7) Sayyiduna Abu Dhar Ghefari—may Allah be pleased with him
—said: It's the twenty-fifth night

8) Sayyiduna Ubaiyibn Ka'b and a group of Sahaba —may Allah
be pleased with them - said: It's the twenty-seventh night

While some suggested that it's the twenty-ninth night.

Those who said: It was the first night, they said: Sayyiduna Wahb -
may Allah be pleased with him — narrated that Sayyiduna lbrahim's
— peace be upon him — papers were revealed on the first night of
Ramadan and the Torah when six nights passed fromm Ramadan 700
years after the papers of lbrahim — peace be upon him, the Zabur
was revealed upon Sayyiduna Dawood — peace be upon him —on
the twelfth night of Ramadan 500 years after the Torah and the Bible
was sent to Sayyiduna ‘Isa — peace be upon him —on the eighteenth
night of Ramadan 620 years after the Zabur, and the Qur'an had
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descended upon the Holy Prophet — peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him — at every Night of Destiny year after year. Sayyiduna
Jibreel — peace be upon him — would come down from the House of
Glory of the seventh Heaven to the sky of the world, Allah Almighty
revealed the Quran in twenty months for twenty years. It was the
month when these great bounties were obtained then there is no
harm in accepting that it was the most auspicious, honourable and
the night of high ranks, therefore the Night of Destiny becomes the
first night.

As for Sayyiduna Hasan al-Basri — may Allah be pleased with him, he
said, "It is seventeenth night, because it was a night that was the
morning of Badr.

As for the narration of the 19" night, there is a Marfoo’ chain of
transmission from Sayyiduna Anas — may Allah be pleased with him.

As for the claim of the 27th night. Imam Shafe'i — may Allah be
pleased with him — took the evidence from the Hadeeth of water
and clay. The night which most of them supported was the twenty-
seventh night. They mentioned weak evidences as well, one of
which is the hadeeth of Ibn Abbas — may Allah be pleased with him
— that the Surah is thirty words and as he said: it is the 27t of it and
the second: Sayyiduna ‘Umar — may Allah be pleased with him —
asked the companions and then he told lbn Abbas — may Allah be
pleased with them: Dive, O diver, Zaid ibn Thabit — may Allah be
pleased with him — said: You brought the children of immigrants but
you did not bring Our children, Sayyiduna Umar said: You may say
that he is merely a boy but he has something that you don't have
(referring to the knowledge of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas). Ibn Abbas -
may Allah be pleased with them — said: The best numbers beloved
to Allah are the odd numbers, and the best amongst odd numbers
is number seven, therefore He mentioned the seven heavens and
the seven lands and the week and the levels of hell and the number
of Tawaaf and the body-parts that are engaged in Sajdah are
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seven. Itindicates that it is the twenty-seventh night, and the third is
also reported from Sayyiduna lon Abbas: The word “yu! 20"

compirises of nine characters, which is repeated three times and this
equals to twenty-seven. and fourth: it was from Uthman bin Abi al-
Aas Ghulam, he said, "My Lord, the Sea water becomes sweetin one
of the nights of this month, he said: When that night comes, let me
know, and it was the 27th of Ramadan.”

As for the one who said: It is the last night he said: Because it is the
night when the deeds of this month are carried, so the first of
Ramadan is like Sayyiduna Adam - peace be upon him — and its
end is like Sayyiduna Muhammad — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him, and it is therefore narrated in the Hadeeth "The
number of people that are freed from hell at the end of Ramadan
equals to the number of all the people that have been freed from
the first of Ramadan.”

The first night is, so to say, the night when a child is born hence it's a
night gratitude, and the last night is the night of separation as if the
child died, hence it is a night of patience. So now you have learned
the difference between patience and gratitude.

Tafsir al-Kabeer (Mafateeh al-Ghaib) of Imam Fakhruddin Muhammad ibn
Umar al-Raazi al-Shafe’i & D. 606 A.H.

Tafsir al-Qurtubi b i
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Sayyiduna Mujahid — may Allah be pleased with him —said: It means

e. “in the Night of decision” and said: Lailatul Hukm which means
the night of Destiny, and it is named as such because Allah Aimighty
decides the fates as per His command as He wills for the coming
year; be it the matter of one’s death or sustenance etc. and hands
it over to the executers of those matters which are four angels;
Sayyiduna lIsrafeel, Sayyiduna Mikaeel, Sayyiduna ‘lzraeel and
Sayyiduna lJibreel — peace be upon them.
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Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas - may Alloh be pleased with them - is
reported to have said: It is written with reference to the Holy Quran
whatever is to franspire in the coming year; the matters sustenance,
rain, life and death and even the (the number of) pilgrims (that will
perform Hajj the next year).
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Sayyiduna ‘lkramah — may Allah be pleosed with him - said: The
names of the pilgrims of the Holy Ka'bah are inscribed in the Night
of Destiny with their names along with their father’'s names
(surnames), none of them are omitted nor any extra is added.

Tafsir  Qurtubi  (Al-Jame’ Li Ahkaam al-Quran) Imam Shamsuddin
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi & D. 671 A.H.

Tafsir al-Baidawi S :W‘M
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It was in this month that the revelation of the Holy Quran had begun
or that Allah Almighty revealed the entire Quran from the protected
tablet to the first heaven of the world and then Sayyiduna Jibreel —
peace be upon him — brought it a portion at a time to the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — over the
period of twenty-three years.

Tafsir al-Baidawi (Anwaar al-Tanzeel wa Asraar al-Taweel) of Imam Qadhi
Abdullah ibn Umar al-Shiraazi al-Baidawi « D. 685 A.H.

Tafsir al-Nasafi R s
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It is the twenty-seventh night of Ramadan as Imam Abu Hanifah -
may Allah be pleased with him — reported from Sayyiduna ‘Asim,
who narrated from Sayyiduna Dhar’an, that Sayyiduna Ubayi ibn
Ka'b — may Allah be pleased with them — used to take oath and say
that it is definitely the twenty-seventh night of Ramadan, and this is
the view of majority of scholars.
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It is mentioned in the Hadeeth that whoever observes this night must
recite, “*O Allah, indeed You are the most forgiving and the one who
loves to pardon, so pardon me.”

Tafsir al-Nasafi (Madarik al-Tanzeel) of Imam Abul Barakaat Abdullah ibn
Ahmed al-Nasafi «D. 710 A.H.

Tafsir al-Jalalain A Vo s
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Indeed We revealed it i.e. the Quran in its entirety [sending it down]

from the Preserved Tablet to the heaven of this world, on the Night
of Destiny i.e. [the Night] of great honour.

Tafsir al-Jalalain of Imam Jalaaluddin Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mahalli al-
Shafe'i « D. 864 A.H. and Imam Jalaaluddin Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr
al-Suyooti al-Shafe’i «D. 911 A.H.

Tafsir al-Durr al-Manthoor Do s
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Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas — may Allah be pleased with them - is
reported to have commented on this verse: The Holy Quran was
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revealed at once from the citation that is by Allah Almighty until it
was placed in the House of Honour in the heaven of the world then
Sayyiduna lJibreel — peace be upon him — would descend with it to
Sayyiduna Muhammad — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him —in the cave of Hira in regards to the servants’ speech and their
actions.

(lbn Jareer Tabari, Ibn Abi Hatim, Hakim, lbn Mardawaih, Baihaqi,
Dalail al-Nubuwwah etc.)

Tafsir Al-Durr al-Manthoor Bi al-Tafsir al-Mathoor of Imam Jalaaluddin Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyooti al-Shafe'i «D. 911 A.H.
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