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TAFSIR OF AHLUS SUNNAH

Through the Centuries
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Surah Al-Takathur 102 : Verse No. 8
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Then, on that day, you will surely be questioned regarding the favours.
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Then Allah Almighty surely question you regarding the favours which
you enjoyed in the world; as to what you did with it and where you
earned it from etc.
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Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ood — may Allah be pleased with him — is
reported to have commented on the verse: i.e. about safety and
health.
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Sayyiduna lbn ‘Abbas — may Allah be pleased with them - is
reported to have commented on the verse: “The favours” refers to
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the healthy body, hearing and vision. He also said that Allah
Almighty will question the servants about how they made use of
them while He knows better than them about it, as in His following
statement:
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indeed the ear and the eye and the heart — each of these will be
questioned.
(Bani lsrael 17, Verse 36)
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Sayyiduna ‘Ammar ibn Abi ‘Ammar — may Allah be pleased with him
—reported: | heard Sayyiduna Jabir—may Allah be pleased with him
—say: The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — visited us with Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and ‘Umar — may Allah be
pleased with them, so we served them dates and water. The
Messenger of Allah — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him
—said, “This is amongst the favours you will questioned about.”
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Sayyiduna Dhahhak ibn ‘Azrab — may Allah be pleased with him —
narrated the Hadeeth. He said that he heard Sayyiduna Abu
Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him —say: The Holy Prophet —
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may Allah send peace and blessings upon him - stated, “The first
thing amongst the favours a servant will be questioned about on the
Day of Judgment is that he will be asked, “Did We not bless you with
a healthy body and cold watere!”
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The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —
has stated: Al-Na'eem is everything one will be accountable for on
the Day of Judgment; be it the morsel of food that gives one
strength, the water that quenches one’s thirst or the garment that
covers one.
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Sayyiduna Mujahid — may Allah be pleased with him —is reported to
have commented on the verse: (Al-Na'eem) refers to the desirable
effects of the world.
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Sayyiduna Qatadah — may Allah be pleased with him —is reported
to have commented on the verse: Indeed Allah Almighty will hold
one accountable for all the blessings He had bestowed upon him.
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Sayyiduna Hasan and Qatadah — may Allah be pleased with them —
said: The children of Sayyiduna Adam — peace be upon him — will
not be held accountable for three things but will account for
everything else besides them, with the exception of what Allah
Almighty wills. They are:

1. The garments for covering the body {necessary clothing)

2. The morsel to strengthen one’s back (moderate consumption of
food)

3. A house for shelter.
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The correct opinion in this regard would be that as Allah Almighty
has stated that He will question this nation regarding the favours but
He did not specify it in His statement as to what sort of favours He will
hold them accountable for but rather kept it general about
everything. Therefore He will question regarding all favours without
making an exception for some regarding some.

Tafsir Al-Tabari (Tafsir Ibn Jareer / Jame ' al-Bayaan fi Taweel al-Quraan) of
Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jareer al-Tabri < D. 310 A.H.
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Sayyiduna Muqgatil - may Allah be pleased with him —said: It means
the infidels of Makkah who enjoyed worldly favours will be held
accountable for their gratfitude of what was bestowed upon them
but they failed to show they were ungrateful for the favours of Allah
hence they chose to worshipped others over Him. They will then be
punished for being ungrateful. This is the statement of Sayyiduna
Hasan — may Allah be pleased with him.

Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma’aalim al-Tanzeel) of Muhiyy al-Sunnah Imam Abu
Muhammad Al-Husain ibn Mas’ood al-Baghwi al-Shafe’l < D. 510 A.H.
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There are two views regarding the one who will be questioned about
the favours that one had enjoyed:

v z
(4 %

MECIEALAHEA
JICIIR v} PRSI S PR [ L

g3 ade 038

www.musjidulhag.com - $102 V008
5



Tafsir of Ahlus Sunnaf - aiwll b | ywed

e

10525 GO AN 33 EBE W KU El 653 G 05

b4 -~
‘,.6’ f?y&&u;"w’ii(@ /SM;,, 4 i C-gul-ewd':’ o ’P:’;,.GJ”’ijw“ ’/Gu\aﬁ; e
Z Z z [ - -

. %
‘ @

g QWA i qu.;d“"”dbgmw\
[17:Ge] 5,805

z -

Jﬁ%s N L0 b s ‘5LV( L&y 6:’%@‘5'96 &l s 23 .G&M
J5 46 e Ky Qs J5 4 520 2 e oAUz By

rd
Fe 9

wBelded p@/wwsﬁgwmr’.@ﬁx 2 r AU Lw(.pu
sEadAiiiod

1. Itis quite clear that they were the infidels.
Sayyiduna Hasan — may Allah be pleased with him — said: None
besides the residents of hell will be questioned regarding the
favours.
Two factors prove this theory:

a) The narration of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr — may Allah be
pleased with him, that when this verse was revealed, he
asked, "O the Messenger of Allah — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him, “Do you see the food which |
consumed with you at the house of Al-Haitham ibn al-
Tayyehan; the bread of barley, the meat, the dates and
the sweet water, to be amongst the favours we will be
questioned about?2” The Holy Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him —replied, “It is explicitly for
the infidels.” And then recited:
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“And whom do We punish, except the ungrateful?”
(Sura Saba 34: Verse 17)

b) The verse is quite clear as we mentioned because it was
the infidels who hoarded wealth in the world and boasted
about it which kept them negligent of Allah’s obedience
and gratitude towards Him. Therefore, Allah Almighty will
hold them accountable for them on the Day of Judgment
until it becomes obvious to them that what they had
considered to be a means of fortune will prove be the
greatest form of misery for them in the hereafter.
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2. It is commonly applicable to both the believers and the non-

believers. They presented the following Ahadeeth as supporting
argument:
Know that the preferred view is that although the questioning will
be commonly applicable to both the believers and the non-
believers but the questioning of the infidels will be reprehensive
due to their ungratefulness while the questioning of the believers
will be to honour them due to their gratitude and obedience.
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Sayyiduna Ja'far al-Jo'fi said: | visited Imam Baqir — may Allah be
pleased with him — and asked, “What do the scholars of Tafseer say
regarding Allah’s statement ‘on that day, you will surely be
questioned regarding the favours.'2” And then | said, “They say that
(the question will be regarding the shelter and cold water.” He the

replied, “If you invited someone to your house and sat him down
under the shelter and served him cold water, would you be doing
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him a favoure” | replied, “No.” He then said, “Then Allah Almighty
far Greater than to provide His servant with food and water and then
question about it.” | asked, “What would be its explanatione” He
replied, “(Al-Na’eem) The favour is the Messenger of Allah — may
Allah send peace and blessings upon him. Allah Aimighty favoured
this universe and recued them from misguidance through him. Have
you not heard the statement of the Almighty?
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Allah has indeed bestowed a great favour upon the Muslims, in
that He sent to them a Noble Messenger (Prophet Mohammed —
peace and blessings be upon him).”

(Sura Aale Imraan : Verse 164)

L

du "’“’L:as A0ssdl 33 559 G A PR

C\\

r:g,z:.:.:suswwuu&,wwﬁmu;@;céujwyu& 55313
m(},;\;um;);;/"‘
AN 5801 azled B5 s a3 U bl G et 265

The beloved Prophet — may AIIoh send peace and blessings upon
him — is reported to have stated: The feet of a servant will not
disappear on the Day of Judgment until he is questioned about four
things:

1. His life; in what he spent it

2. His youth, how it was eaten away

3. His wealth, where he earned it from and what he spent it on
4. His knowledge, what he acted upon.

Every favour of Allah is included in what the Holy Prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him — has described.

Tafsir al-Kabeer (Mafateeh al-Ghaib) of Imam Fakhruddin Muhammad ibn
Umar al-Raazi al-Shafe’i 4 D. 606 A.H.

Tafsir Rooh al-Bayaan Ol 73 ]
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The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —
indicated towards it whenever he and his companions — may Allah
be pleased with them — ate a date and drank water, they said, “All
praises are due to Allah who fed us and quenched our thirst.”
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Sayyiduna lbn Ka'b — may Allah be pleased with him — said:
(Al-Na’eem) The favour is the personality of Prophet
Muhammad - may Allah send peace and blessings upon him,
for he is the mercy and favour in the following two verses:
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They recognise the favour of Allah and then deny it.
(Sura An-Nahl : Verse 83)
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And We did not send you (O dear Prophet Mohammed - peace
and blessings be upon him) except as a mercy for the entire world.
(Prophet Mohammed - peace and blessings be upon him —is the
Prophet towards all mankind.)

(Sura Al-Anbiyaa : Verse 107)
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Tafsir Rooh al-Bayaan of Imam Isma’eel Haqqi ibn Mustafa al-Istanbuli
Hanafi« D. 1127 A.H.
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