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TAFSIR OF AHLUS SUNNAH

Through the Centuries
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Surah Quraish 106 : Verse No. 1
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Because of giving alliances to the Quraish.
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The people of Makkah Mukarramah used to go on business trips to
other countries safely without fearing anything due to their honour.
People used to respect and honour them due to them belonging to
the Sacred Haram, so much so, that they never used to fight with
them over anything nor caused them any harm

Tafsir al-Matureedi (Taweel Ahl al-Sunnah) of Imam Abu Mansoor
Muhammad Ibn Muhammad al-Matureedi 4 D. 333 A.H.
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Sayyiduna Abu ‘Ubaid — may Allah be pleased with him - said: i.e.
because of My Favors upon Quraish. Quraish are the children of
Nadhr ibn Kenanah, and everyone from the lineage of Nadhr is
Quraishi and the one who is not from his lineage is not a Quraishi.

Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma'aalim al-Tanzeel) of Muhiyy al-Sunnah Imam Abu
Muhammad Al-Husain ibn Mas’ood al-Baghwi al-Shafe’l «D. 510 A.H.
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There is no doubt that Makkah Mukarramah lacked farming and
cultivation which Allah Almighty has stated as follows:
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In a valley wherein there is no cultivation by your Sacred House, O
our Lord, in order that they might keep up prayer, then You make
some people's hearts incline toward them and give them some
fruits for food, so they may be thankful.

(lbrahim 14, Verse 37)

Therefore, the nobles of Makkan residents used to go on these two
business trips and brought their necessities; food and clothes etc. for
their use and for the people of the city as well. They made profits
during their journeys. The kings of surrounding areas used to respect
the people of Makkah Mukarramah and say, “They are the
neighbors of Allah’'s House and residents of His sacred Haram and
are the custodians of the Holy Ka'bah. They even used to call the

people of Makkah “The people of Allah.”
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When the Abyssinians plotted to demolish the Holy Ka'bah, they lost
their honour and their immense respect and honour was badly
affected. The people of Makkah became like the residents of any
other surrounding areas. They felt threatened from all sides and
feared for their lives and assets but when Allah Almighty destroyed
the people of elephant and turned their conspiracy against
themselves, respect for the people of Makkah grew in people’s
hearts. Their honour increased by the kings of surrounding areas,
hence, their profits and businesses also grew. It is for this reason that
Allah Almighty has stated:
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O dear Prophet (Mohammed — peace and blessings be upon him),
did you not see how did your Lord deal with the People of the
Elephant?

(Al-Feel 105, Verse 1)

Sy
Because of giving alliances to the Quraish.
<r>wi,;w\m r..e.ew,

(We) gave them alliances during both their tfravels of winter and
summer.
(Quraish 106, Verse 1-2)
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Be amazed at Allah Almighty giving alliances to the Quraish,
because every day they grew up, ignorant and immersed in idolatry,
and Allah Almighty sympathizes with them and creates the means
for their living conditions. There is no doubt if one is extremely

astonished by the great Generosity of Allah and his Mercy.
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There is unanimity among the scholars that Quraish are the
descendants of Nadhr ibn Kenanah.
The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —
has stated: We are the descendants of Nadhr ibn Kenanah. We do
not criticize our mothers, nor do we disregard the lineage of our
father.

Tafsir al-Kabeer (Mafateeh al-Ghaib) of Imam Fakhruddin Muhammad ibn
Umar al-Raazi al-Shafe’i & D. 606 A.H.
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Farra said: This Surah is related to the previous one, for the Almig/h’ry
mentioned His great favours upon the people of Makkah
Mukarramah about what He did to the Abyssinians. He then said:
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Because of giving alliances to the Quraish.

(Quraish 105, Verse 1)
The Quraish used to migrate for their tfrade and they were not
aftacked or assaulted in the time of ignorance (period prior to the
birth of the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him). They used to say, “They are the people of Allah’'s House until
the people of elephant came to destroy the Holy Ka'bah and take
its stones, so they could build a house in Yemen with the same stones
for people to come for its pilgrimage. Therefore, Allah Almighty
destroyed them and mentioned His favours i.e. that Allah Almighty
has done that for the alliance of Quraish. This is the interpretation of
the views expressed by Sayyiduna Mujahid, lbn ‘Abbas in the
narration of Sayyiduna Sa’'eed ibn Jubair — may Allah be pleased
with them.
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Quraish are the descendants of the Nadhr ibn Kenanah ibn
Khuzaimah ibn Mudrikah ibn llyas ibn Mudhar. All the descendants
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of Nadhr are Quraish except the descendants of Kenanah and the
above in the hierarchy.
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Sayyiduna Waail ibn al-Asga’ reported that the Holy Prophet — may

Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated: Indeed,
Allah  Almighty chose Kenanah amongst the descendants of
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Sayyiduna Ismail — peace be upon him. He chose Quraish amongst
the descendants of Kenanah. He chose the descendants of Hashim
amongst the Quraish, and He chose me amongst the descendants
of Hashim.

This Hadeeth is proven authentic. Imam Bukhari, Muslim and others
have mentioned it.
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It is reported that Sayyiduna Mu'awiyah — may Allah be pleased with
him — asked Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas — may Allah be pleased with
them, “Why are the Quraish named as ‘Quraish’'2” He replied, “It is
after to a mighty creature who lived in the ocean. It was called
Quraish. It used to eat people, but never did it get eaten and
dominated but never got intimidated.

Tafsir  Qurtubi  (Al-Jame’ Li Ahkaam al-Quran) Imam Shamsuddin
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi < D. 671 A.H.
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Imam Bukhari mentioned it in his Tareekh and Imam Hakim
authenticated it as well, and Imam Tabrani and Ibn Mardawaih and
Baihagi from Sayyidah Umm Haani — may Allah be pleased with
them — the daughter of Abu Talib that the Holy Prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him — has stated: Allah Aimighty has
bestowed honour upon Quraish by seven qualities which He neither
bestowed upon anyone in the past nor will He in future:

1. I am among them, and according to the words of a different
narration, it reads ‘Prophethood is among them.’

2. Cadliphate is among them.

3. The gate-keepers (Custodians of the Holy Ka'bah) are among
them.

4. The service of quenching the thirst (of the pilgrims) is in them.

5. They were helped against the people of elephant.
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6. They worshipped Allah Almighty for seven years, and according
to different wording of another narration, for ten years, during this
period, none worshipped Allah besides them.

7. Anentire Surah of Quran is revealed about them, in which no one
else besides them is mentioned i.e. Surah Quraish.

Tafsir Al-Durr al-Manthoor Bi al-Tafsir al-Mathoor of Imam Jalaaluddin Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyooti al-Shafe’i « D. 911 A.H.
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