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﴾۱﴿ۙ وَالْعَصِْ   

By the time of the beloved Prophet. 

 

Tafsir al-Baghawi                                    تفسیر البغوی 

ِ  :عَبَّاس   ابنُْ  قَالَ  هرْ  .وَالدَّ

 .للِنَّاظِِ  عبِرْۃَ   فیِهِ  لِِنََّ  بهِِ  أقَْسَمَ  :قیِلَ  

 الْعَصِْ  وَرَبِّ  مَعْنَاهُ  :وَقیِلَ  

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas – may Allah be pleased with them – said:  i.e. 

By the era. 

The Almighty took its oath because in it, there is a lesson for the 

observant. 

Its interpretation would be, “By the Lord of the era.” 

 

لََۃُ  وَهیَِ  الْعَصِْ  بصَِلََۃِ  أقَْسَمَ  :مُقَاتلِ   قَالَ   .الْوُسْطَى الصَّ

Sayyiduna Muqatil – may Allah be pleased with him – said: The 

Almighty took the oath of ‘Asr Salah, for it is the middle Salah (i.e. the 

most important Salah). 

 
Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma’aalim al-Tanzeel) of Muhiyy al-Sunnah Imam  Abu 

Muhammad Al-Husain ibn Mas’ood al-Baghwi al-Shafe’I  D. 510 A.H. 

 

Tafsir al-Kabeer                                التفسیر الکبیر 
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َّهُ  لََمُ، عَلَیْهِ  الرَّسُولِ  بزِمََانِ  قَسَم   أنَ وا السَّ  عَلَیْهِ  وَاحْتَجُّ

لََمُ  عَلَیْهِ  بقَِوْلهِِ  َّمَا :السَّ  :فَقَالَ  أجَِیر ا، اسْتَأجَْرَ  رَجُل   مَثَلُ  قَبْلَکمُْ  كاَنَ  مَنْ  وَمَثَلُ  مَثَلکُمُْ  إنِ

ِ  مِنَ  یَعْمَلُ  مَنْ  ِلىَ الْفَجْر ِ  إ هْر ِ  مِنَ  یَعْمَلُ  مَنْ :قَالَ  ثمَُّ  الْیَهُودُ، فَعَملَِتِ  بقِیِرَاط ، الظُّ هْر ِلىَ الظُّ  إ

ِلىَ الْعَصِْ  مِنَ  یَعْمَلُ  مَنْ  :قَالَ  ثمَُّ  النَّصَارَى، فَعَملَِتِ  بقِیِرَاط ، الْعَصِْ   بقِیِرَاطیَنِْ، الْمَغْربِِ  إ

ُ  نحَْنُ  :وَقَالوُا وَالنَّصَارَى الْیَهُودُ  فَغَضِبَتِ  أنَْتُمْ، فَعَملِْتُمْ  ا وَأقََلُّ  عَمَلَ   أکَْثرَ  :اللَُّ  فَقَالَ ! أجَْر 

 أقََلَّ  فَکنُْتُمْ  أشََاءُ، مَنْ  أوُتیِهِ  فَضْلیِ فَهَذَا :قَالَ  لََ، :قَالوُا شَیْئ ا، أجَْرکُِمْ  مِنْ  نَقَصْتُ  وَهَلْ 

 أجَْر ا وَأکَْثرََ  عَمَلَ  

تهِِ، بهِِ  الْمُخْتَصُّ  الزَّمَانُ  هوَُ  الْعَصَْ  أنََّ  عَلىَ دَلَّ  الْخَبرَُ  فَهَذَا  بهِِ، اللَُّ أقَْسَمَ  جَرَمَ  فَلََ  وَبأِمَُّ

  فیِهِ  أنَتَْ  الَّذِی وَالْعَصِْ  أیَْ  وَالْعَصِْ  :فَقَوْلُهُ 

ِ  فیِ بزِمََانهِِ  أقَْسَمَ  تَعَالىَ فَهُوَ   [2 :الْبَلَدِ ] الْبَلَدِ  بهِذَا حلِ   وَأنَتَْ  :قَوْلهِِ  فیِ وَبمَِكاَنهِِ  الْْیَةِ  هذَِه

 ِ ِ ] لَعَمْركَُ  :قَوْلهِِ  فیِ وَبعُِمُرهِ  [72 :الْحجِْر

It is the oath of the era of the Holy Prophet – may Allah send peace 

and blessings upon him, and the exegetists have proven this point 

due to following reasons: 

The Hadeeth of the beloved Prophet – may Allah send peace and 

blessings upon him:  Your example and the example of those who 

existed before you is that of a man who hired labourers on the terms 

that, “Whoever works from dawn to mid-day will earn one Qeerat (a 

unit of measurement applicable to Gold)”, so the jews worked for it.  

He then said, “One who works from mid-day to the time of ‘Asr will 

earn one Qeerat”, so the christians worked for it.  He then said, “One 

who works from ‘Asr to sunset will earn two Qeerats”, so you all 

worked for it.  The jews and christians got angry and said, “We 

worked the most and still earned the least reward?!”  Allah Almighty 

then stated, “Have I reduced anything from your reward?”  They 

replied, “No.”  He stated, “This is My blessing, I distribute it to 
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whomever I please.”  So, you are the ones who worked the least but 

earned the most. 

This Hadeeth proves that Al-‘Asr is exclusive to the Holy Prophet – 

may Allah send peace and blessings upon him – and his Ummah, so 

there should be no issues in Allah Almighty taking the oath of it.  His 

statement would mean i.e. by the era in which you (The Holy Prophet 

– may Allah send peace and blessings upon him) are. 

Allah Almighty took the oath of his era in this verse, and of his place 

in the following verse: 

الْبَلَدِ  بهِذَا حلِ   وَأنَتَْ   

For you (O dear Prophet Muhammad – peace and blessings be 

upon him) are in this city. 

(Al-Balad 90, Verse 2) 

And of his life in the following verse: 

 لَعَمْركَُ 

By your life, O dear Prophet (Muhammad – peace and blessings be 

upon him). 

(Al-Hijr 15, Verse 72) 

 

Tafsir al-Kabeer (Mafateeh al-Ghaib) of Imam Fakhruddin Muhammad ibn 

Umar al-Raazi al-Shafe’i  D. 606 A.H. 

 

Tafsir al-Qurtubi                                                          تفسیر القرطبی 

َّى النَّبِیِّ  بعَِصِْ  قَسَم   هوَُ  ِ  بتَِجْدِیدِ  لفَِضْلهِِ  وَسَلَّمَ، عَلَیْهِ  اللَُّ صَل ۃ  .فیِهِ  النُّبوَُّ
It is the oath of the era of the Holy Prophet – may Allah send peace 

and blessings upon him – due to his excellence and the revival of 

Prophethood taking place in it. 

 

Tafsir Qurtubi (Al-Jame’ Li Ahkaam al-Quran) Imam Shamsuddin 

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi  D. 671 A.H. 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 4 
 

 

Tafsir al-Baidawi                                                 تفسیر البیضاوی 

 النبوۃ بعص أو لفضلها، العص بصلَۃ سبحانه أقسم وَالْعَصِْ 
Allah Almighty took the oath of ‘Asr Salah due to its excellence, or it 

could mean the oath of the era of the Prophethood of Sayyiduna 

Muhammad – may Allah send peace and blessings upon him. 

 

Tafsir al-Baidawi (Anwaar al-Tanzeel wa Asraar al-Taweel) of Imam Qadhi 

Abdullah ibn Umar al-Shiraazi al-Baidawi  D. 685 A.H. 

 

Tafsir Rooh al-Bayaan                                                    تفسیر روح البیان 

 النهار من العص وقت مقدار الزمان من مضی فيما مقداره الذی النبوۃ بعص اقسم

 السلَم علیه قال کما سنة ألف وهو الزمان آخر فى أمته انقراض الى بعثته زمان وهو

  یوم نصف فلها تستقم لم وان یوم فلها أمتی استقامت ان

 خیر وعص والمرسلین الِنبیاء خیر عص لِنه ظاهر الَعصار سائر على العص هذا وفضل

 الَلهیة الکتب وخیر الِمم

Allah Almighty took the oath of the era of the Holy Prophet – may 

Allah send peace and blessings upon him, the duration of which is 

the duration of ‘Asr out of the whole day. It is the time of his 

appointment as a Prophet till the end time of his Ummah, which is a 

thousand years, as the Holy Prophet – may Allah send peace and 

blessings upon him – has stated:  If my Ummah is steadfast then there 

is a whole day for it, if not, then there is half a day for it. 
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The excellence of his era over all the others is obvious, for it is the era 

of the best of all Prophets and Messengers, the era of the best of all 

Ummahs and the best amongst Allah’s scriptures. 

 

Tafsir Rooh al-Bayaan of Imam Isma’eel Haqqi ibn Mustafa al-Istanbuli 

Hanafi  D. 1127 A.H. 


