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TAFSIR OF AHLUS SUNNAH
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Surah Al-Falag 113 : Verse No. 5
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“And from the evil of the envious when he envies me.”

Tafsir al-Tabari S s
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The exegetists differed in the interpretation of “the envious”,
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him —was commanded to seek refuge from the evil of his envy.
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Sayyiduna Qatadah — may Allah be pleased with him — is
reported to have commented on ‘And from the evil of the
envious when he envies me’, i.e. “From his evil eye and evil
spirit.”

Similar view is narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Ata al-Khorasani as
well.
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Others said, “The Holy Prophet was commanded through this
verse to seek refuge from the evil of those who envied him.”

Tafsir Al-Tabari (Tafsir Ibn Jareer / Jame' al-Bayaan fi Taweel al-Quraan) of
Imam Abu Ja’'far Muhammad ibn Jareer al-Tabri « D. 310 A.H.

Tafsir al-Baghawi S s D
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i.e. the jews, for they used to envy the Holy Prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him.

Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma'aalim al-Tanzeel) of Muhiyy al-Sunnah Imam Abu
Muhammad Al-Husain ibn Mas’ood al-Baghwi al-Shafe’l 4 D. 510 A.H.

Tafsir al-Qurtubi b D

(ks S5 AB15. Pl pi s 05 5 s 8220 155 S5 6T

>
s o &% s

4 2 2l 2 P ravd -
b AC VKA N ASES Eig HIS

=

To envy is to wish for the loss of blessings of the victim if the
envious does not enjoy the same while to aspire is to wish for
the same without wishing for the loss of its possessor. Envy is a
disgraceful evil while it is permissible to aspire.
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It is narrated that the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — said, “A believer aspires while a
hypocrite envies.”
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The Scholars have said, “The envious does not harm until his
envy is practically put into practice or speech. It is when the
envy tempts him fo indulge in doing evil to the victim, so he
advances to fault finding.
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The Hoy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him —said, “When you get jealous, do not act on it.”
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Envy is the first sin responsible for the disobedience towards
Allah in the heaven and it is the first sin responsible for
disobedience towards Him on the earth. Iblis envied
Sayyiduna Adam - peace be upon him and Qabil envied
Habil.
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This Surah proves that indeed Allah Almighty is the Creator of
everything, and that includes every evil as well. He
commanded His beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — to seek refuge from all evil. Hence,
He stated, “From the evil of all creation”. He concluded it on
envy, to warn about its severe consequences and serious
disasters. An envious person is the enemy of Allah’s blessings.
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Some wise men have said, “The envious person fights with his
Lord in five ways:

1. He hates every blessing He bestows upon anyone other
than himself.
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2. He is dissatisfied with his Lord’s destiny, as if he is saying,
“Why did You make my destiny like thise”
3. Heis disagreeing with Allah’s action i.e.
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This is the bounty of Allah, He gives it to whom He pleases.
(Al-Ma'idah 5, Verse 54)
But he is resentful about Allah’s blessing.

4. He beftrays Allah's friends or wishes for their destruction and
fall of their blessings.
5. He supports His enemy Iblis.”
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It is said that the envious only attracts shame in public, curse
and hatred by the angels, sorrow and grief in isolation, sadness
and burn in the hereafter, and all he gets from Allah is distance
and distaste.
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It is narrated that the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him - said, “There are three people whose
Du’as are not answered:

1. One who eats unlawful.

2. One who isinvolve in backbiting excessively.

3. One in whose heart, there is malice and envy for the
Muslims.”

Allah Almighty knows best.

Tafsir Qurtubi  (Al-Jame’ Li Ahkaam al-Quran) Imam Shamsuddin
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi < D. 671 A.H.

Tafsir al-Nasafi R s
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i.e. when one's envy gets the better of him he acts on this
instinct, for if one does not act on it no harm approaches the
victim from it but it rather haunts the envious person himself due
to saddening over the happiness of the other and he will grieve
over other’s bounties. Seeking refuge from the evil of these
things after seeking refuge from the evil of all creation denotes
that the evil of these things is worse, and this Surah is concluded
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with envy to make it known that envy is also an evil. Itis the first
sin due to which Allah Almighty was disobeyed by Iblis in the
heavens, and on the earth, He was disobeyed by Qabil due to
envy.

Tafsir al-Nasafi (Madarik al-Tanzeel) of Imam Abul Barakaat Abdullah ibn
Ahmed al-Nasafi < D. 710 A.H.

Tafsir al-Jalalain A Vo s
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i.e. when his envy gets the better of him and he acts on this

instinct, like Labeed, the jewish man who was envious of the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him.

Tafsir al-Jalalain of Imam Jalaaluddin Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mahalli al-

Shafe'i « D. 864 A.H. and Imam Jalaaluddin Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr
al-Suyooti al-Shafe’i «D. 911 A.H.

Tafsir al-Durr al-Manthoor PYLSRIENNISTWW x!
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Imam lbn *‘Adi in Al-Kamil and Baihagqi in Shu'ab al-iIman:
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Sayyiduna Hasan's — may Allah be pleased with them — view
concerning ‘And from the evil of the envious when he envies’,
he commented, “It was the first sin committed in the heaven.”
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Imam lbn Abi Hatim narrated from Sayyiduna Hasan — may
Allah be pleased with them that ‘And from the evil of the
envious when he envies’ means the jews, they are envious of
Islam.
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Imam lbn al-Mundhir narrated from Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas —
may Allah be pleased with them - to have commented on
‘And from the evil of the envious when he envies’, “It's the
human spirit and his evil eye.”
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Imam Ibn Mardawaih narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Ubadah ibn
Samit — may Allah be pleased with them — who narrates from
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the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him:

Sayyiduna lJibreel — peace be upon him — visited him when he
was in pain, then he recited:
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Imam Ibn Mardawaih narrated from Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah —
may Allah be pleased with them — that the Holy prophet — may
Allah send peace and blessings upon him — stated, “Beware of
envy, for envy consumes virtues just as the fire consumes
wood.”
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Imam Bayhagi narrated from Sayyiduna Anas — may Allah be
pleased with them —in Shu'ab al-lman: He said, “We were by
the Holy Prophet — peace and blessings of Allah be upon him
—and he said, ‘There will be a man of paradise passing by you
now through this way.” Then an Ansari man appeared. The
water of Wudhu was dripping from his beard and he had held
his shoes in his left hand. He made Salam. The Holy Prophet —
may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —said the same
words the next day, and the same man appeared as before,
and on the third day, the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
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and blessings upon him - said the same words and the same
man appeared again in the same condition as before. While
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — stood, Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas — may
Allah be pleased with him — followed him and said to him, ‘I
had a fight with my father and | swore the oath of not returning
to him for three days. If you feel appropriate, would you please
provide me an accommodation for three dayse’

Sayyiduna Anas narrates from Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn ‘Amr
ibn al-‘Aas — may Allah be pleased with them - that he spent
three nights with him and observed that he only wakes up for
Fajr Salah and when he changes sides on his bed he only
makes Allah’s Dhikr and His Greatness, and says nothing but
good. When | spent three nights and was on the verge of
discrediting his actions, | said to him, ‘O Allah’s servant, | have
no issues with my father nor have | fought with him but | heard
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — saying, ‘There will be a man of paradise passing by you
through this way.” And all these three times it was you who
appeared. | thought to stay by you and observe your actions,
but | have not seen you do anything extraordinary.” When |
turned my back to leave, he called me and said, ‘| have not
any other actions but what you have seen, except that | never
keep malice for any Muslim in my heart, nor do | envy anyone
over their status or blessings which Allah Almighty has
bestowed upon him."” Sayyiduna Abdullaoh — may Allah be
pleased with him — said, ‘It is the very quality which has
elevated you to this station, and this is the action which is not

everyone's cup of tea’.
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Imam Baihagi reports from Sayyiduna Anas — may Allah be
pleased with them:

The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — has stated, “Salah is light, fasting is shield, charity
eradicates the sins like water extinguishes the fire and envy
consumes the virtues like fire consumes the wood.”

Tafsir Al-Durr al-Manthoor Bi al-Tafsir al-Mathoor of Imam Jalaaluddin Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyooti al-Shafe'i «D. 911 A.H.

Tafsir Rooh al-Bayaan OW‘D)M
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Hadeeth: The believer aspires and the hypocrite envies.
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The first sin that was committed to disobey Allah in the heaven
is the envy of Iblis for Sayyiduna Adam - peace be upon him,
so it got him out of heaven due to this. He was expelled and
became a cursed satan. On earth, it was the envy of Qabil for
his brother Habil, so he killed him.
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Tafsir Rooh al-Bayaan of Imam Isma’eel Haqqgi ibn Mustafa al-Istanbuli
Hanafi «D. 1127 A.H.
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