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Surah Al-Falag 113 : Verse No. 1
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Say, “I seek refuge in the One Who creates the Daybreak.”

Tafsir al-Tabari Sl Amdd
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Sayyiduna ibn Abbas — may Allah be pleased with him - is
reported to have said concerning the verse, “Al-Falag means

daybreak.”
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Sayyiduna Mujahid — may Allah be pleased with him — is
reported to have said concerning the verse ‘I seek refuge in
the One Who creates the Daybreak’, *(It's) daybreak.”
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Sayyiduna Qatadah — may Allah be pleased with him — is
reported to have said concerning the verse ‘I seek refuge in
the One Who creates the Daybreak’, “Al-Falaqg is daybreak.”
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Al-Falag means daybreak in the speech of Arabs.

www.musjidulhag.com - $113 V001
1



Tafsir of Ahlus Sunnaf - aiwll b | ywed

Tafsir Al-Tabari (Tafsir Ibn Jareer / Jame’ al-Bayaan fi Taweel al-Quraan) of
Imam Abu Ja’'far Muhammad ibn Jareer al-Tabri « D. 310 A.H.

Tafsir al-Matureedi S0l
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Al-Fageeh — may Allah be pleased with him — said that the
command of seeking Allah’s refuge could be for three reasons:

1. It was for teaching, and not due to mishap at the fime
but what was in Allah’s Knowledge - the severe evil.

2. It is said that Sayyiduna lJibreel — peace be upon him -
descended upon the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — and said, “Indeed, Ifreet (satan)
among the jinns is plotting against you, so when you go to bed,
seek refuge in the One who is the Lord of daybreak and in the
Lord of all mankind from his evil.

3. It is said that one of the jews bewitched the Messenger
of Allah — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —and
then it was revealed.
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Al-Fageeh — may Allah be pleased with him - said, “According
to us, the witchcraft on the Holy Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him — proves his Prophethood in two
ways:

1. He knew through revelation that it was witchcraft, while
it was a deed done in secret, and no one has a way of finding
out what lies hidden except by way of revelation.

2. The work of witchcraft was defeated by the recitation of
the Holy Quran.”

Tafsir al-Matureedi (Taweel Ahl al-Sunnah) of Imam Abu Mansoor
Muhammad Ibn Muhammad al-Matureedi « D. 333 A.H.

Tafsir al-Baghawi S s D
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Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas and Sayyidah Ayesha — may Allah be
pleased with them - said, “There was a jewish boy who served
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him. The jews conspired and joined him with them. They
managed to get their hands on few strands of his hair and
some teeth from his comb through him and did witchcraft on
it. The person responsible for it was Labeed ibn A'sam, a jew,
and it was then that these two Surahs (Falag and Naas) were
revealed.”

Sayyidah Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her — said that
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — fell ill. He would assume to have done something
whereas he did not. He prayed to his Lord, and then said,
“Allah AImighty has answered me what | asked him.” | asked,
“Whatisit, O Allah’s Messengere” Hereplied, “Two men came;
one stood by my head and the other by my feet. One said to
the other, ‘What is bothering this man¢’ The other replied, ‘He
has fallen ill.” The first one asked, ‘Who has bewitched him?’
‘Labeed ibn A'sam’, replied the other. The first one asked,
‘What did he do it on2’ ‘On the comb and its hair in the
hollowed male palm trunk’, replied the other. The first one
asked, ‘Where are those thingse’ ‘In Dharwaaan, a well in Bani
Lareeq’, replied the other.”

Sayyidah Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her — said that
the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — visited there and then returned to Sayyidah Ayesha —
may Allah be pleased with her — and said, “By Allah, its water
was like that of henna-water and the palm trees there were
like devil's heads.” |said, "O the Messenger of Allah, why did
you not take it out2” He replied, “Allah Aimighty has already
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cured me. | did not find it appropriate, for it may stir disruption
among people.”

It has been narrated that it was buried under a rock in the well.
People then removed the rock and recovered the palm trunk
from beneath it. It contained some of the hair of the Holy
Prophet —may Allah send peace and blessings upon him —and
some teeth of his comb as well.

Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Argam — may Allah be pleased with him —
narrated that a jew bewitched the Holy prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him — which caused him
sufferings. Sayyiduna Jibreel — peace be upon him — came
and informed him that a jew had bewitched him and had tied
some knots of witchcraft. The Holy Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him —sent Sayyiduna Ali—may Allah
be pleased with him —and got it recovered, and as he opened
each knot the sickness got cured. Af last he stood up, as if his
stfrangled legs opened up but he did not mention it to the jew
nor did he say anything to his face.

Sayyiduna Muqgatil and Kalbi—may Allah be pleased with them
—said that it was a string which had 11 knots on it. It is said that
the knots had needles in them and then Allah Almighty
revealed these two Surahs; 5 verses of Surah Al-Falag and 6
verses of Surah Al-Naas. As the Holy Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him — recited a verse each knot
would open, he continued to do so unfil all the knots opened
and then the Holy Prophet — may Alloh send peace and
blessings upon him —stood up, as if he was freed from the knots.
It is narrated that the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — was affected by it for six months
which included three severe nights and then the
Mu'awwidhataan (Surah Al-Falag and Al-Naas) were
revealed.
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Sayyiduna Abu Sa’eed - may Allah be pleased with him —
narrated that Sayyiduna - lJibreel — peace be upon him -
came to the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — and said, “O Muhammad, do you have
fevere” “Yes”, hereplied. Sayyiduna Jibreel — peace be upon
him — then recited:
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The words of Allah Almighty: “Say, ‘I seek refuge in the One
Who creates the Daybreak’.” The meaning of Al-Falaqg is
daybreak which is the view of the majority of Exegetfists;
Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah, Hasan, Sa'eed ibn Jubair,
Mujahid, Qatadah etc. and this is the view in the narration of
Aufi from Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas — may Allah be pleased with
them — and the evidence is Allah’s words:

g\.,.é;y" @Ls

He brings forth the dawn.
(Al-An’aam 6, Verse 96)

Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma'aalim al-Tanzeel) of Muhiyy al-Sunnah Imam Abu
Muhammad Al-Husain ibn Mas'ood al-Baghwi al-Shafe'’l «D. 510 A.H.

rd

Grla s ae i Ju tadl oat Ganid) 1l 03 G 8 il 1,02 038

E

adedd o abi sl B8 01533 WD & 3ass i gsiia iz ey

www.musjidulhag.com - $113 V001
8



Tafsir of Ahlus Sunnaf - aiwll b | ywed

£ { s G 7% @
Feoins e 550415 U 0B55a2)1 B8 YD ENE S azle 82d05 s
- Z

GO Yo il e 065 oy 153 80005 5 e iz (e SB sl

A1) E0050 0B8R ST AT BB 085 e & i his
The view of the majority of scholars of Tafsir concerning the
reason for its revelation is that Labeed ibn A’'sam, a jew, had
bewitched the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — on 11 knots of a string in a well called
Dharwaan. Hence, the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him —fell ill and it became extremely severe
for three nights, and then Mu’'awwidhataan (Surah Al-Falaq
and Al-Naas) were revealed for that purpose. Sayyiduna
Jibreel — peace be upon him - informed him about the
location of the witchcraft, so he sent Sayyiduna Ali and Talha
—may Allah be pleased with them — there and they brought it.
Sayyiduna lJibreel — peace be upon him - said to the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him,
“Read the verses and open the knots which he did it, and as
he recited a verse, each knot would open, and he felt better
each time.

Tafsir al-Kabeer (Mafateeh al-Ghaib) of Imam Fakhruddin Muhammad ibn
Umar al-Raazi al-Shafe’i & D. 606 A.H.

Tafsir al-Qurtubi u‘-bvw)fymﬂj
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Imam Nasa'i — narrated from ‘Ugabah ibn Amir— may Allah be
pleased with them - that he said, “I visited the Holy Prophet —
may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — whilst he was
on ajourney. | placed my hand over his feet and said, ‘Teach
me Surah Al-Bagarah and Hood." He said to me, ‘You will not
read anything that is loftier than Surah Al-Falaqg by Allah’.”
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He is also reported to have said, “As | was travelling with the
Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him
- between Juhfah and Abwa, we were faced with a dark
stfrong storm wind. The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — began to supplicate with Surah Al-
Falag and Surah Al-Naas, and said, ‘O ‘Ugabah, seek refuge
with them, for there is nothing else of its kind to seek refuge
with'.”

He said, “I heard the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him —reciting both the Surahs.”

Imam Nasa'i narrated from Sayyiduna Abdullah — may Allah
be pleased with them, “We were faced with light rain and
darkness. The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — came out to lead us in Salah and said,
‘Say.” | asked, ‘What should | say.” He stated, ‘When the sun
sets recite Surah Akhlas and Mu’awwidhatain (Surah Al-Falaq
and Surah Al-Naas) and recite them in the morning. They will
suffice you in everything'.”

It is narrated from Sayyidah Ayesha — may Allah be pleased
with her — in Sahih Bukhari and Muslim that whenever the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him -
faced any difficulties he would recite Mu'awwidhatain and
blow on himself. (She added) “When his situation got severe, |
used to read it for him and rub over him to seek blessings.”
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It has been narrated by Sayyidah Ayesha — may Allah be
pleased with her — in Sahih Bukhari and Muslim that a jew by
the name of Labeed ibn A’'sam, of Banu Zareeq ftribe,
bewitched him. He would assume he did something which he
did not. He remained like that for the duration Allah Almighty
ordained. That duration is mentioned to be a year according
to non-authentic sources. He said, “*O Ayesha, Allah Almighty
has answered what | asked him. Two angels came to me; one
stood by my head and the other by my feet. One said o the
other, ‘What is bothering this man?¢’ The other replied, ‘He has
fallen ill."  The first one asked, ‘Who has bewitched hime’
‘Labeed ibn A'sam’, replied the other. The first one asked,
‘What did he do it ong’ ‘On the comb and its hair and on the
hollowed male palm trunk and buried it in the well of
Dharwaaan under the rock from where the water is drawn’,
replied the other.” He came to the well and took it out.
Sayyiduna lbn Abbas — may Allah be pleased with them —
reported to have said that the Holy Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him - stated, “O Ayesha, do you
not know that Allah Almighty has informed me about my
ilnesse” He then sent Sayyiduna Ali, Zubair and ‘Ammar ibn
Yasir — may Allah be pleased with them. They took out the
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water and it appeared as if henna was diluted in it. They took
out the rock that was placed under the area of the well upon
which the person who draws the water stands. They took out
the hair that was on the palm trunk. They were human hair,
teeth of a comb and a bow string which had 11 knots with a
needle pierced in each knot. Allah AImighty revealed the two
Surahs consisting of 11 verses that were equivalent to the
number of knots. Allah Almighty commanded to blow over
him with the recitation of the two Surahs. As each verse was
recited each knot would open and his situation would get
better along with it, as if he was set free from the knots.
Sayyiduna lJibreel — peace be upon him — blew over him and
said, “I blow over you in Allah’s Name from everything that
may harm you. May Allah grant you cure from the evil of every
envious and evil eye.” The companions asked, “Ya
RasoolAllah, shouldn't we kill the scoundrel2” He replied, “As
for me, Allah Almighty has granted me cure, and | would not
like to cause commotion among people.”

Imam Qushairi — may Allah be pleased with him — mentioned in
his Tafsir that the narration of authentic Hadeeth collection is
mentioned that there was a jewish boy who served the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him. The
jews conspired and joined him with them and managed to
acquire few strands of his hair and some teeth from his comb
through him and did witchcraft on it. The person responsible
for this was Labeed ibn A’sam, a jew. The story goes further as
it has already been mentioned from Sayyiduna lon Abbas -
may Allah be pleased with him.

Tafsir  Qurtubi  (Al-Jame’ Li Ahkaam al-Quran) Imam Shamsuddin
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi & D. 671 A.H.
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Tafsir al-Baidawi G}W‘M’
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For Allah Almighty tore the darkness of inexistence with the light
of creation.

Tafsir al-Baidawi (Anwaar al-Tanzeel wa Asraar al-Taweel) of Imam Qadhi
Abdullah ibn Umar al-Shiraazi al-Baidawi « D. 685 A.H.

Tafsir al-Jalalain Vo il

CHERTH ISR

Say, “I seek refuge in the One Who creates the Daybreak” i.e.
(Al-Falag means) daybreak.

Tafsir al-Jalalain of Imam Jalaaluddin Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mahalli al-
Shafe'i « D. 864 A.H. and Imam Jalaaluddin Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr
al-Suyooti al-Shafe’i «D. 911 A.H.

Tafsir al-Durr al-Manthoor PYLSNIERNISTWW !
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Imam Tabarani mentioned it in the Awsad with Hasan chain
from Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas’ood — may Allah be pleased
with them — who reported from the Holy Prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him — to have said: “Indeed

www.musjidulhag.com - $113 V001
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some verses have been revealed upon me, the likes of which
were not revealed before. They are Mu'awwidhatain (Surah
Al-Falag and Al-Naas.”
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Imam Muslim, Tirmidhi and Nasa'i have mentioned it, and Ibn
al-Dharees and ibn al-Anbari in Masaahif, and lbn Mardawaih
narrated from ‘Ugabah ibn ‘Amir, who reported that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has
stated, “Some verses have been revealed upon me tonight,
the likes of which | had never seen, they are Surah Al-Falag and
Surah Al-Naas.”
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Imam Tirmidhi mentioned it to be Hasan, Nasa'i, lbn
Mardawaih and Baihagi reported from Sayyiduna Abu Sa’eed
al-Khudri — may Allah be pleased with them — to have said,
“Allah’s Messenger — may Allah send peace and blessings
upon him — used to seek Allah’s refuge from the evil eye of the
jinns and humans but when Surah Al-Falag and Surah Al-Naas
was revealed, he adhered to them and left everything else
altogether.”
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Imam Abu Dawood, Nasa'i and Hakim, verified it as authentic,
narrated from Sayyiduna Ibn Mas’ood — may Allah be pleased
with them, “The Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — used to dislike 10 characteristics:

Fragrance mixed with saffron i.e. Al-Khaloog

To alter old age (to hide one’s age)

Dragging the garment on floor

To wear ring made of gold

To wear amulets (hon-Shariah compliant)

To make Du’a and blow expect with the Mu’awwidhaat (Surah
Al-lkhlas, Al-Falag and Al-Naas)

To hit on the ankles

For a woman to beautify oneself to attract men other than her
husband

To water an unlawful place (adultery)

10.To corrupt children by handing them over to non-family

members.”
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Imam lbn Mardawaih narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Ugabah ibn
‘Amir—may Allah be pleased with them — to have said that the
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Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him
— has stated, “Read Mu'awwidhaat (Surah Al-lkhlaas, Al-Falag
and Al-Naas) after every Salah.”
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Imam Ibn Mardawaih reported from Sayyidah Umme Salmah -
may Allah be pleased with them - to have said that the Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has
stated, “Surah Al-Falag and Surah Al-Naas are one of the
Dearest Surahs to Allah.”
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Imam Ibn Sa’d narrated from Sayyiduna Yusuf ibn Muhammad
ibn Thabit ibn Qais ibn Shammas, that Sayyiduna Thabit ibn
Qais felt unwell, so the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — visited him while he was still sick. He
then treated him with Mu’awwidhaat (Surah Al-lkhlas, Al-Falaq
and Al-Naas) and blew on him and said, “O Allah, the Lord of
all mankind, repel the calamity from Thabit ibn Qais ibn
Shammas” and then he took the sand from their valley i.e.
Bathan and diluted it in some water and gave him to drink.

www.musjidulhag.com - $113 V001
18



Tafsir of Ahlus Sunnaf - aiwll b | ywed

b 25 08 D el oo 81521 20 5T 5,00 31 2 31500 755
I o s At 0y 0 B o2 AT bt e T 0] 1003
a5 03 S of s i 138 3cts gl St bl o) il IS
W30 e 23 $3§L@TJQMOQM&Q@$@WMQL€S

M&J\M d}ajﬁ%})@?j&bﬁ&?h{)ﬁﬁ&‘&i@?ﬁ(ﬂﬁ@m

>

S 3ael U9 5 { A i 3el U5} 5 coof bl 28 U9 165 & el 022
3 3 M=
b1 3E et Gatd AL

Imam Tabarani narrated from Sayyiduna ibn Mas'ood — may
Allah be pleased with them — that he saw an amulet on one of
the women in his family. He cut it off and said, “The ‘Abdullah
family’ is free from polytheism” and then said, “The use of (un-
islamic) amulets etc. is polytheism.” The woman said,
“Whenever one of our womenfolk complains about
headache, she asks for amulets and when she seeks it, she
does so with the thought that it indeed benefits her.”
Sayyiduna lbn Mas’ood —may Allah be pleased with him —said,
“The satan approaches one of you and sinks a nail in her head,
and when she gets the amulets freatment, he stops and if she
chooses not to indulge in it he becomes even more aggressive.
If any one of you are suffering then take water and sprinkle it
on your head and face, and then recite Bismillah (full)) and
Surah Al-lkhlas, Al-Falag and Al-Naas, Allah-willing, it will benefit

her.
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Imam Abdullah ibn Humaid mentioned in his Musnad from
Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Aslam, who said, “One of the jewish men
bewitched the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — and he fell ill. Sayyiduna Jibreel — peace
be upon him - descended upon him with Mu'awwidhatain
and said, “Indeed one of the jewish men has done witchcraft
for you, and it is buried in a certain well.” He sent Sayyiduna
Ali — may Allah be pleased with him — and he brought i, and
then he commanded to open the knots. As he would recite a
verse a knot would open until the Holy Prophet — may Allah
send peace and blessings upon him — recovered and got up,
as if he was freed from the knots.”

Tafsir Al-Durr al-Manthoor Bi al-Tafsir al-Mathoor of Imam Jalaaluddin Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyooti al-Shafe'i & D. 911 A.H.
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