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In The Name Of Allah The Most Compassionate Very Merciful
All Praise Due To Allah And Peace And Blessings Be Upon His Beloved Messenger

The Importance and Blessings of Zakaat (Islamic

Discourse)
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And establish prayer and give the poor-due (Zakat) and obey the Messenger
haply; you may be shown mercy.
(Al-Noor 24, Verse 56)

In this Quranic verse, Allah Almighty has commanded all the believers to
establish Salah and pay Zakaat, as if the people who offer Salah are being taught
that if we want the acceptance of Salah in Allah’s Court then we ought to pay
Zakaat from the wealth we have been given by Allah. Allah Almighty will have
mercy upon us in return.

Hazrat Abdullah ibn Mas’ood — may Allah be pleased with him — has stated that
we have been commanded to establish Salah and pay Zakaat, and the one who

does not give Zakaat, his Salah is not accepted.
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Guidance and Mercy through Zakaat
Through the blessings of Zakaat Allah Almighty grants us the wealth of true

guidance on His path:
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These are a guidance and mercy for the righteous.
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Those who establish the prayer and pay the poor-due (Zakat) and have firm

faith in the hereafter.
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They only are upon the guidance from their lord and they are successful.

(Lugman 31, Verse 3-5)

Those who pay Zakaat are free of Fear and Grief
It is better than any insurance plan ever that guarantees the tranquility of those

who pay Zakat:
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No doubt, those who accepted faith and did good deeds and established prayer
and paid the Zakat, (poor-due) their reward is with their Lord and there is

neither any fear nor any grief to them.

(Al-Baqarah 2, Verse 277)

Extraordinary Virtues for the ones who pay Zakaat
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Allah Almighty grants them great reward, SubhanAllah!
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And the establishers of prayer and giver of poor due (Zakat) and the believers
in Allah and the Last Day; to such, We shall soon give a great reward.
(Al-Nisa 4, Verse 162)

Those who pay Zakaat have been granted Eternal Abode in Paradise
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And those who are active in paying poor-due (Zakat).

(Al-Muminoon 23, Verse 4)
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They are indeed the inheritors.
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Who shall inherit the Paradise, they shall abide therein.

(Al-Muminoon 23, Verse 10-11)

The Punishment of those who do not pay Zakaat
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And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend not in the path of Allah,

give them the good tidings of a painful torment.
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The day when they shall be heated in the fire of the Hell, then their foreheads
and sides and backs shall be branded therewith. This is what you had hoarded
for yourselves, now taste the hoarding.

(Al-Taubah 9, Verse 34-33)

The torment of Bald Snake

Hazrat Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that our
beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated that
the one whom Allah Almighty has granted wealth and he does not pay its Zakaat,
the same wealth will appear in the form of bald snake on the day of Judgment
bearing two signs on its head, and it will be worn in his neck as a chain. It will
grab him by his jaw and say to him, “I am your wealth. I am your treasure.”.
(Bukhari Vol. 1, p. 188)

This bald snake will sting its owner on the day of Judgment. There will be no
one to help for whom he would have hoarded all this wealth. Do not
underestimate the punishment of the bald snake. When a poisonous snake
becomes 1,000 years old hair grow up on its head and when it turns 2,000 years
old the hair fall off due to the increased toxins of its venom.

(Bahare Shariat Part 5, p. 4)

Death Sentence against the one who refuses to pay Zakaat
Hazrat Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that when

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr — may Allah be pleased with him — became Khalifah after
the departure of our beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
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him — some villagers became kafir (by refusing the Fard of Zakaat). Hazrat Abu
Bakr — may Allah be pleased with him — declared war against them and said, “By
Allah! T will continue to fight with those who separate the Salah and Zakaat
(Who, one hand, believe in Salah being Fard and on the other hand, refuse
Zakaat), for the Zakaat is the Islamic tax from their wealth. By Allah! Even if
they refuse to offer the cattle which they used to offer to the beloved Prophet —
may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — I will still fight with them on
this ground.”

(Bukhari Vol. 1, p. 188, Muslim)

Islamic Law:

One who rejects Zakaat is kafir and the one who does not pay it is a faasiq
(transgressor) and deserves death sentence (under Islamic rule), and the one who
delays in its payment, his testimony is not to be accepted.

(Fatawa Alamgiri, Bahare Shariah Part 5, p. 10)

The Curse of unpaid Zakaat Destroys the Rest of the Wealth

Mother of the believers Sayyidah Ayesha — may Allah be pleased with her —
narrated that our beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon
him — has stated that Zakaat will not add to the wealth but destroy it.

(Shu’abul Imaan Vol. 3, p. 273)

Islamic Law:

One upon whom Zakaat was Fard and instead of giving it to its recipients, he
rather hoarded it along with other monies he owned, the money of Zzkaat will
destroy the rest of the wealth.

(Bahare Shariat Part 5, p. 6)

Negligence in paying Zakaat is one of the Reasons for Drought
Hazrat Buraidah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrated that the beloved

Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
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“A nation that does not pay Zakaat, Allah Almighty will afflict them with
drought.”
(Tabrani Awsat Vol. 3, p. 275)

Ameerul Mumineen Sayyindua Umar ibn al-Khattab — may Allah be pleased with
him — narrates that the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings
upon him — has stated that wherever the wealth that is destroyed, it is due to
negligence in paying Zakaat.

(Tabrani, Al-Targheeb Wal-Tarheeb Vol. 1, p. 308)

The First Person to be thrown into hell will be the one who does not pay Zakaat
Hazrat Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrated that our
beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated that
three people will be the first to go to hell, and one of them will be the wealthy
person who does not pay the Fard of Allah (Zakaat) from his wealth.

(Ibn Khuzaimah Vol. 4, p. 4, Ibn Hibbaan Vol. 6, p. 254)

One who withholds Zakaat is doomed

During the blessed era of the Holy Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings
upon him. Tha’labah ibn Abi Haatib did not pay Zakaat and was therefore
doomed. Hazrat Abu Umaamah Baahili — may Allah be pleased with him —
narrated that Tha’labah ibn Haatib — may Allah be pleased with him — requested
the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — to pray
for him to have abundance of wealth. Our beloved Prophet — may Allah send
peace and blessings upon him — replied, “Little wealth is better than more wealth,
for it is easier being grateful to Allah on little wealth than it is on more.”
Tha’labah listen to him and returned but the love of wealth forced him to appear
again. He came and said, “Ya RasoolAllah, please pray in Allah’s Court that He
makes him wealthy with His abundance. I swear by the One who has appointed
you as the true Messenger that if blesses me with wealth, I will spend it in His

path and will pay everyone who has the right over it.” Upon hearing this the
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beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — lifted his

hands up for Du’a and recited:

BRI
O Allah, grant Tha’labah wealth.

His Du’a was answered. He bought some goats with his money and then there
was a rapid increase in his herd and it grew so much that he did not have enough
space to contain in the city of Madinah Munawwarah. He took his herd outside
the city to a remote location. He used to offer five times Salah with congregation
in the Masjid but as his wealth grew more he would only come to offer Zohr and
Asr Salah with congregation in the Masjid. When he got completely drowned in
wealth he abandoned all five prayers with congregation and did not even show
up for Jumuah in the Masjid. When the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace
and blessings upon him — realized that he was missing in five times Salah and
even stopped coming for Jumuah, he asked the Sahaba — may Allah be pleased
with them, “What happened to Tha’labah?” They reported, “His wealth grew so
much that he has abandoned the city and living in a remote location.” The Holy
Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — reacted to it and said,
“I feel sorry you, Tha’labah! I feel sorry you, Tha’labah!”

There came a day when the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings
upon him — sent out his Sahaba to collect Zakaat from the wealthy. Whoever
they approached to collect Zakaat, they all adhered to the code except Tha’labah.
When they asked him for his Zakaat, he refused and said, “It’s tax. You can leave
now. [ will sleep over it and then decide about the payment.” They came back
empty handed, and they haven’t yet narration the incident to the beloved Prophet
— may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — but he began to say, “It’s a pity,
Tha’labah! It’s a pity, Tha’labah! You have refused to pay Zakaat!”

When the Sahaba — may Allah be pleased with them — reported back to the
beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — what
Tha’labah had to say, he expressed great disappointment. It was at that time that

Allah Almighty revealed the following verse concerning Tha’labah:
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And of them there are some who had covenanted with Allah that if He will
give us out of His grace, then we shall surely give in charity and we shall surely

become good men.
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Then when Allah gave them out of His grace, they became niggardly of it and
turned away turning their faces.
(Al-Taubah o, Verse 75)

When Tha’labah became aware that Allah Almighty became angry and He
revealed Quranic verse about his betrayal, he got worried and said, “Now people
will call me a miser etc.” Due to the fear of blasphemy, he calculated the Zakaat
and brought it in the court of the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — and requested him to accept it but our beloved Prophet —
may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — told him, “Take your Zakaat
away, for Allah Almighty has denied the acceptance of your Zakaat.” Hearing
this Tha’labah went back and put sand in his hair (customary expression of
extreme regret and grief).

There came a time when the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and
blessings upon him — passed away and Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddeeque — may
Allah be pleased with him — became the first Caliph. Tha’labah saw it as an
opportunity and tried to entice him to accept his Zakaat. He refused to accept it
saying, “If my beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him
— had refused to accept your Zakaat then who am I to accept it?!” And then
during the time of Sayyinduna Umar — may Allah be pleased with him — again,
he lured him into accepting his Zakaat but he too, refused it saying, “If my
beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — and Abu Bakr
— may Allah be pleased with him — had refused to accept your Zakaat then how

can I accept 1e?!”
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He died during the caliphate of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman al Ghani — may Allah be
pleased with him.
(Madaarik al-Tanzeel, Rooh al-Ma’aani, Tabrani Kabeer Vol. 8, p. 218)

The Dreadful End of Korah

Korah (Qaroon in Arabic) was a very poor man from the nation of Sayyiduna
Moosa — peace be upon him. Feeling sorry on his pitiful state, Sayyiduna Moosa
— peace be upon him — taught him the science of alchemy. He used it to his full

potential and hoarded abundance of gold and silver. Allah Almighty states:
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And We gave him so much treasures whose keys were a heavy burden over a
party of strong men.
(Al-Qasas 28, Verse 76)
When the believing men advised Korah to be grateful for Allah’s bounties and
spend in His path by giving Zakaat and Sadaqah, so that he may attain salvation

on the Day of Judgment.

And do good as Allah has done good to you.
(Al-Qasas 28, Verse 77)

He said, 'this indeed has been given to me because of a knowledge which is with
me.
(Al-Qasas 28, Verse 78)
Instead of showing appreciation to the blessings of Allah upon him, he rather
bragged about how knowledgeable he was and that whatever he owned was in

fact through his knowledge alone.
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Hazrat Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbas — may Allah be pleased with him — says
that when Hazrat Moosa — peace be upon him — summoned Korah to pay Zakaat,
he refused and told people that Sayyinda Moosa — peace be upon him — had the
intention to snatch his belongings. He conspired against him with a prostitute
upon which Sayyiduna Moosa — peace be upon him — cursed him to be doomed.
As a result of this Allah Almighty buried Korah and his treasures deep down the
earth. It has been mentioned in a narration that he and his treasures will continue
to sink till the Day of Judgment.

(Khazain al-Irfaan, Tafseer Khazin)

Generosity is the Tree of Paradise
The beloved Messenger of Allah Almighty — may Allah send peace and blessings

upon him — has stated:
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Generosity is the tree of paradise and misery is the tree of hell.
(Mishkaat al-Masabeeh p. 167)

Du’a of the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him -
for the Generous

Our beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
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O Allah, grant the generous abundance. O Allah grant the miser destruction.
(Bukhari, Muslim Vol. 1, p. 325; Mishkaat p. 164)

Hazrat Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that the
beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
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Allah Almighty has stated, “Spend O the children of Adam, spend on yourself.
(Bukhari, Muslim, Misshkaat p. 164)

A Generous person is Close and Beloved to Allah
Hazrat Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that the

beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated:
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The generous person is close to Allah and the miser is far from Allah, and the
generous ignorant is more beloved to Allah than a pious miser.

(Tirmidhi Vol. 2, p. 17; Mishkaat p. 164)

Allah’s Test for Three Men of Bani Israel

Hazrat Abu Hurairah — may Allah be pleased with him — narrates that the
beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — has stated that
there were three men in Bani Israel; one was afflicted by leprosy, one was bald
and one was blind. Allah Almighty tested them through an angel who firstly

went to the one with leprosy and said to him:
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What is it that you love the most?
(Mishkaat p. 165)
He replied, “A healthy skin and complexion that takes away this illness from me,
due to which people dislike me.” Hearing the man, the angel, who appeared in

the human form, brushed his hands over him:
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So his leprosy went away, and he gave him beautiful skin and complexion.
(ibid)
The angel then asked him what assets he preferred and he replied, “Camels”. He
was given a she camel as per his wish and the angel also made the Du’a of blessings

for him, and there was abundance of camel in his possession.

The angel then went to the bald man and asked him what wish he would want to
come true. “I would love if my hair grew handsomely which takes away this
illness from me, due to which people dislike me,” replied the bald man.

The angel then asked him what assets he preferred and he replied, “Cow”. He
was given a pregnant cow as per his wish and the angel also made the Du’a of

blessings for him.

The angel came to the blind man and asked him for his wish. He replied, “I wish
that Allah Almighty grants me vision so I can see everything.”

The angel rubbed his hand over his eyes and Allah Almighty blessed him with
vision.

The angel then asked him what assets he preferred and he replied, “Goat”. He
was given a goat as per his wish and the angel also made the Du’a of blessings for

him.

The beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — narrates
that the angel visited all three of them later, when they all became wealthy, for

the test disguised as beggar.

Firstly, the angel approached the one who had leprosy as a beggar and said, “I am
a poor man. I have lost all my belongings during the journey, and now I don’t
have any hope of returning to my home without the Mercy of Allah and your
assistance. I ask you in the Name of Allah Almighty who has blessed you with
healthy and beautiful skin. Please give me a camel in the Name of Allah so that

my state becomes better.” The man replied, “I already have way too many
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responsibilities and liabilities to take care of which I fail to do so. How am I
going to get anything for you?!”

The angel then said, “Perhaps, I can recognize you as the man who was afflicted
by leprosy in the past. You were the same person who was afflicted by this disease
and had nothing with you, and people never liked you. Allah Almighty blessed
you with cure and gave you beautiful and healthy skin and gave abundance of
wealth.” The man became angry and said, “When was I afflicted with leprosy? I
have always been healthy and have always had beautiful skin, and the wealth has
been passed down to me from my ancestors.”

The angel said, “If you are lying then may Allah return you to your previous
state.” And then he returned to being how he was before and his wealth was

destroyed.

The angel then visited the bald man asked him for assistance in the Name of
Allah but he too refused to give him anything and denying being bald in the past,
and that he inherited the wealth from his forefathers. The angel then made Du’a,
“May Allah return you to your previous state.” And he lost everything and

returned to his previous state.

The angel finally came to the blind man and asked for assistance in the Name of
Allah who blessed him vision. He replied, “Not just one goat but if you ask me
for whatever I have in the Name of Allah, you can take it all. It is all Allah’s
blessings upon me. And yes, I was blind and Allah Almighty blessed me with
vision.”

The angel then said to him, “Today was your test and Allah is pleased with you
and displeased with your two friends.”

(Bukhari Vol. 1, p. 492; Mishkaat p. 166)

From this inspirational incident mentioned in Hadeeth, we learn to appreciate
the blessings of Allah upon us and never to be unappreciative of His flavours and

forget our past. This can lead to a seriously catastrophic life. We must always
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maintain to impart the wealth we have been entrusted by Allah to their rightful
recipients in the form of Zakaat and Sadaqah and fulfil our duties towards the
poor and underprivileged otherwise neither the wealth nor its owner can live in
peace. We should maintain our responsibilities towards Allah’s creation and
assist them by any means necessary and when a beggar comes to our door we are
never to illtreat them because we can never be certain as to who visited us in the

form of a beggar. Allah Almighty states in the Holy Quran:
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And chide not the beggar.

(Al-Dhuha 93, Verse 10)
A female Sahaabiya — may Allah be pleased with her — narrated that once I said
to the beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him, “I feel
ashamed when a beggar comes to my door and I do not have anything to give.”

The beloved Prophet — may Allah send peace and blessings upon him — stated:
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Return him with something in his hand, even if it is just a piece of dry bread.

(Mishkaat p. 166)




