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Allah azza wa/all, in Whose Name we begm, The Most Compassionate, The Most Merciful

All Praise is due to Allah azza wa jall, Countless Peace and Blessings be upon
His Beloved Messenger Sallal Laahu ‘Alayhi Wasallam

ijyaadus; Saaliheen
Hadith #30
A Tren@h of Fire

A trench of fire
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Hadrat Sayyiduna Suhayb Radi Allahu ‘Anhu narrates that the Holy Prophet Sallal
Laahu ‘Alayhi Wasallam has stated that:

Before you, there was a nation who was ruled by a King. This king also had a personal
magician. When this magician grew old, he advised the king, “I have become old,
therefore send a young man to me so that I may teach him magic.”

Thereafter, the King send a young man to him and this magician began to teach this
young man. On the way to his school, the young man also used to pass by a priest who
lived next to the road. The young man liked the conversation of this priest. He used to
spend time with this priest and to listen to his words. However, when he arrived late at
the magicians (school), the magician used to punish him. The young man then
complained to the priest and he advised the young man that if he became afraid of the
magician, he should tell him that his family had delayed and stopped him and when his
family asked him (the same question) he should tell them that the magician had delayed

him. This continued for while.

One day, the young man saw a large and dangerous animal on the road who had blocked
the road. He thought to himself that today is the perfect day to find out whether the
priest is better or whether the magician is better. He then made Du’a, “O Allah! If the
affairs of the priest are better with you than the affairs of the magician, then please
destroy this animal so that people may walk on this road.”
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He then threw a stone at this animal and it died. Thereafter, people began to use this
road. He arrived at the house of the priest and told him what had happened. The priest
replied, “My son, today you have become greater than me. Your status has reached that
point which I can see and very soon you will be tested and when you are tested, you

must not reveal anything about me.”

The young man reached a stage (where with the Divine Permission of Allah azza wa jall)
he began to heal the blind and those suffering from leprosy and healed other people of

various other sicknesses.

There was also a person who was close to the King and he was blind. When he heard
about this young man, he also came to him for help and declared, “If you can cure me,
I will give you everything.”

The young man replied, “I do not give people a cure, cure is in the Divine Power of
Allah. If you believe in Him, then I will make Du’a that He heals you.”

This person then brought faith in Allah azza wa jall and he was then cured through the
Divine Power of Allah azza wa ja/l. When he returned to the King, the King asked him
who had returned his eyesight, he replied, “My Lord had done so.”

The king then proudly asked him, “Besides me, do you also have another Lord?”
This person replied, “My Lord and Your Lord is Allah azza wa jall’.

The King then imprisoned him and continued to punish until he revealed the name of
the young man. When the young man was brought forward, the King asked him,
“Young man! Has your magic reached such a stage that you are able to cure the blind

and the leper and now you have become truly qualified?”

The young man again replied, “I do not give anyone a cure, but it is Allah azza wa jall
who makes people better.”

The King then imprisoned him and continued to punish him until he revealed the
identity of the priest. When the priest was brought forward, he was advised to divorce
his religion but he refused to do so. The King then placed a saw on top of his head and
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severed it in two halves. He then advised his one time friend to divorce this (new)
religion and he also refused. A saw was then placed on his head and it was cut into two
halves.

The young man was then brought forward and instructed to leave his (new) religion and
he also refused. He was then handed to a few people and they were told that if he refused

to reject his new religion, they were to throw him from a mountain.

When they arrived on the top of the mountain, the young man made Du’a, “O Allah!

As you wish, let me be sufficient for them.”

The mountain then began to shake and these people fell (to their deaths). He then
returned to the King and the King asked him what had happened to those who had
accompanied him. He replied, “Allah has saved me from them.”

The King again instructed a few people to take him on a boat and in the middle of the
river if he did not refute his new religion, they were to throw him in the water. When
they took him there, he again made Du’a, “O Allah! As You please, please protect me

from them.”

Suddenly the boat capsized and all these people drowned. He again returned to the King
and when the King asked him about the people who had accompanied him. He replied,
“Allah azza wa jall had protected me from them.”

He also advised the King that he would never be able to kill him until he did not listen
to him. The King asked him what he wished for. He replied, “Gather everyone and place
me on a stage of wood then take out an arrow from my quiver and then saying these
words, release the arrow at me, “In the Name of Allah Who is the Lord of this young
man.” When you do this, you will kill me.

(Abridged) When the young man was killed, people suddenly began to accept this new
religion in droves. What the King feared was actually happening in front of him. In
anger, he then instructed a large trench of fire be built and all those who had accepted
this new religion should be thrown in. People happily threw themselves into this trench

of fire. Finally, a lady approached this fire with a small baby and hesitated a little.
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However, the little baby declared, “O my mother! Have patience, you are on truth!”

(Muslim Shareef)
What was the name of this king?

It is said that his name was Zur’a bin Hassaan and he was the King of an area called
“Humair”. (Ruhul Bayan). In Tafseer Baghwi, it is mentioned that he was the King of
Najran and lived about seventy years before the Holy Prophet Sa//al Laahu ‘Alayhi

Wasallam was born. In other words, he lived in the era of fitrat.

Who was the young man?

It is reported in Daleelul Faali’een that the name of the boy was Abdullah bin Taamir.
The patience of the Awliya during times of calamity

Qadi Abul Fadl bin Moosa Alathir Rahmah explains, “From this, we come to realise
that sometimes when one is giving good advice or spreading truth, at times, good people
have to face trial and calamity. It also shows that they always displayed patience at these
moments. It also shows that no matter how much of trial one has to face, no should

> . »

never fear and one should always turn to Allah azza wa ja//and continue to make Du’a”.
(Akmaalul Mu’allim)

The miracles (Karamat) of the Awliya

Imam Yahya bin Sharf Nawawi A/arhir Rahmah explains that, “From this, there is clear
proof of the miracles (which emanate) from the Awliya.” (Sharah Muslim)

Why did he help his murderer?

Question: Why did this young man help his murderer or showed him the manner in
which he could be killed, even though this is not permissible?

Answer: Qadi Abul Fadl Ayyaz bin Moosa A/aihir Rahmah explains that, “The young

man did so because it could prove the veracity and truthfulness of bringing faith on
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Allah azza wa jall and so that people could also have complete faith themselves. We see
that ultimately this is what happened.” Allama Khataabi A/aihir Rahmah explains,
“Since the young man understood that he would be finally killed, hence he did this.”
(Akmaalul Mu’allim)

How many children spoke at a very small age?

In the Hadith Shareef, it is also reported that there were six children who spoke at this
young age.

They were:

1. Sayyiduna ‘Isa Alayhis Salaam

2. Sayyiduna Yahya Alayhis Salaam

3. The companions of Juraij.

4. The child who gave testimony on behalf of Sayyiduna Yusuf Alayhis Salaam

5. The child of the female who was the hairdresser of Pharaoh.

6. The companions of Ukhdur. (Umdatul Qari)

Why did the priest encourage lies?

Question:

Why did the priest in this instance advise the young man to deliberately speak lies?
Answer:

The ‘Ulama have explained that in times of dire need this is permissible. Especially at

times when one wishes to protect one’s faith and religion. (Akmaalul Mu’allim)
Point to remember

1. The Awliya are able to assist people through the Divine Permission of Allah azza wa
jall.

2. No matter how powerful the opponent, one should never be afraid to speak the truth.
3. Pious people are those who are always striving to please their Lord no matter how

serious is the trial in front of them.
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4. During these times, always have Allah azza wa jall in your mind.
5. The miracles of the Awliya are certainly proven and based on fact.

6. If there is a serious religious need, then one can twist one’s word to something else
merely to protect the truth of religion and one’s faith.
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